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THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Ensuring Quality
Education For
African American
Students-----------

High Fashion And Style With The
Ebony Fashion Fair —-----------------

Jury Selection
Begins In Jackson
Case-----------------

photos by Rassi

Watson Haynes, Adelle Jemison and Vyrle Davis con
tinue to be strong proponents of educational achieve
ment in our communities.
photo by Linda Young

by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG A quality education for
African American students
is what a group in Pinellas
County wants. Their efforts
to achieve that goal re
cently gained recognition
by another educational or
ganization in .the state.

Martin Luther King Jr. day,
where Gov. Jeb Bush was a
guest speaker.
The Alliance is a non
profit organization formed
to promote equal educa
tional opportunities for
African American stu
dents. They encourage
partnerships in communi
ties to mentor black stu

Concerned Organiza
tions for Quality Education

dents and, increase their
enrollment in college.

for Black Students re
ceived the Community Or
ganization of the Month
award given by the Florida
African American Educa
tion Alliance last month.
Watson Haynes accepted
the award in Orlando at a
ceremony
during the
Alliance meeting on Dr.

Along with other organiza
tions, they also give awards
to teachers, students, prin
cipals and community col
leges.
Concerned Organiza
tions has been nominated

Education
continued on pg. 5

by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Editor
ST. PETERSBURG -

marked perfectly coyly.
That sentence could apply
to just about every design

"This is designed to have

the moment you walk into

modeled Monday night, as
the 47th Annual Ebony
Fashion-Fair made its way

the room, until the moment

to the Mahaffey Theater in

you walk out," the fashion

St. Petersburg.
The Ebony Fashion

them check you out, from

show’s commentator re

Fair has quite the reputa
tion for Tampa Bay resi

dents, proving year after
year to be a premiere social
event in itself. With stun
ning fashions - and soft
flowing fabrics, an air of
sexy elegance was in fine

form for the event, wellthemed with the title
"Living It Up!" The fashion
show brought out hundreds
of residents, ’ many of
whom were dressed as
beautifully as the models.
Sponsored by the ladies of
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Inc., the
program made for a won
derful night of high style
for the Bay area.
Greeting the audience

Fashion
continued on pg. 7

R&B Legend Smokey Robinson
Ventures Into Bur Kitchens With
New Frozen Food Line----------------

Robinson took a second to pose with Weekly
Challenger manager Ylonda Powell (left) and editor,
Candace Clarke.
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by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Editor
ST. PETERSBURG The parking lot was
packed, with hundreds
lined up inside the doors of
the south side Albertsons,
hoping to catch a glimpse
of the great R&B legend,

Smokey Robinson.
Although the blue
eyed crooner is primarily
known for his soulful, ca
ressing voice in hits like
"Just My Imagination,"
"Tears of a Clown," and
"Cruisin’," he is adding
another title to his public

AP Photo/Robert Galbraith, POOL

with the sounds of Usher
and Lil John’s popular hit
"Yeah!" the models took to

Interested in advertising
in our Black History edi
tion, due out Feb. 17? DO
you have a story you’d like
to share? tt so, call us at
17271896-2922!
WEEKLY CHALLENGER
NOTICES

Michael Jackson waves as he departs the Santa
Barbara County courthouse Monday, Jan. 31, after
the first day of jury selection in his child molestation
trial in Santa Maria, Calif. The pop superstar,
accompanied by four defense lawyers, stood and
smiled as he faced prospective jurors for the start of
jury selection in what could become the most sensa
tional celebrity trial the world has ever seen.

The Pinellas County African American museum was
awarded $10,000 from Albertson and Coca Cola as a
part of the Black History Month celebration.
Robinson is seen here with the museum’s organizers,
persona - that of an accom- in the making, Robinson
plished cook.
told The Weekly ChallenSurprising many peo- ger. He insists that he doesple locally, Robinson’s n’t have any particular
Monday afternoon appear- favorite, boasting that evance at Albertsons (3030 ery product is excellent.
54th Ave. S.) was set up for "I’m not just saying that
the promotion of his new ‘cause they’re my prodline of frozen food that fea- ucts," he assured. "We realtures a Louisiana Creole ized that people would try
flavor. Among the items on them the first time out of
the menu include "Soul is curiosity, but we wanted
in the Bowl Seafood Gum- them to (keep coming)
bo," "Red Beans and Rice," back, so we made sure to
as well as "Jambalaya." put the ‘soul in the bowl,"
The current promotional he states.
had the products on sale at
And how well does the
about two for $7, with each marketability bode? Bebox carrying Robinson’s sides Robinson’s celebrity
face and mention of its status as a main draw, the
healthful ingredients.
convenience of these items
, With taste testing and
trial and error, this project
SlTIOk©y
was about a year-and a half continued on pg. 6

There is a Reason to Read

A Jackson supporter stands outside the Santa
’ Barbara County courthouse Monday in Santa Maria.

by Tim Molloy
Associated Press Writer
SANTA
MARIA,
Calif. - Michael Jackson
stood and smiled as he
faced the first prospective
jurors in his criminal trial a group roughly split
between those willing to
decide his fate and those
hoping to avoid a, role in
the latest trial of the centu
ry.
Jackson, dressed in an
all-white suit and a jeweltrimmed vest and belt, rose
and remained standing as
two batches of prospects about 150 in the morning
and another 150 in the
afternoon - filed into the
courtroom Monday. The
singer, his lawyers, and
prosecutors remained si
lent as Judge Rodney S.
Melville questioned the
prospects about their will
ingness to serve.
By the end of the day,
Melville had listened to
138 people ask to be
excused, but the only per
son he dismissed immedi
ately was a woman who
was eight months pregnant.
"That’s OK, first one that
got deferred," the judge
said to applause.
Another 300 prospects
were to be processed Tues
day, fpllowed by 150 on
Wednesday. Those not im
mediately excused were to
fill out questionnaires to be
studied by attorneys before
individual questioning la
ter. Besides 12 jurors, Mel
ville wants eight alternates.

Outside, hundreds of fans
from around the world
shouted their support,
some dressed like the su
perstar. There also was a
contingent of people who
came to support the alleged
victim!
Security fences kept
order, unlike a year ago at
Jackson's
arraignment
when 1,500 or more
watched the pop star dance
on an SUV and surged
after his vehicle as he
motored away.
Holding signs that
read, "Dear God, Please
Give Michael Justice" and'
"Smooth But Not a Smooth
Criminal," fans sang along
with a Jackson song that
derides the prosecutor in
the case as a "cold man:"
The target of their ire,
Santa Barbara County
District Attorney Tom
Sneddon, did not come to
court. A deputy represent
ed the prosecution.
Jackson, 46, is charged
with molesting a teenage
boy and plying him with
•alcohol at his Neverland
Ranch. He also is accused
of conspiring to hold the
boy and his family captive.
Early Sunday, Jackson
issued a court-approved
video statement on his Web
site, proclaiming his inno
cence and predicting he
would be acquitted.
Melville told both
groups of prospective

Jackson
continued on pg. 9
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Renovation Of The Mind (Part I of II)
by Sean J. Lewis

Afro-Americans must
come to the realization that
our present day dilemmas
only stem from our passive
attitudes concerning many
of the aspects entrenched in
the American society,
which are causing the
demise of our race. Many
of us no longer feel the
urgency to get involved and
unite to combat the present
day enigmas that are plagu
ing our race. In today’s
society, many of our
brethren have become selfcentered and have the false
feeling that the happenings
of their brethren do not
effect them.
In all actuality, each
and every action by an
Afro-American
reflects
upon our whole race, rather
it be positive or negative.
The world is knowledge
able of what it sees and
hears of our race. With this
being a fact, the achieve
ments of a single individual
can be outweighed by the
negative depictions our
race receives every day,

due to the ever watchful
eye of the media. Until
Afro-Americans realize

fought and struggled for
them to have the opportuni
ty that is afforded today.
We must never forget that
many of our forefathers
died, so that our dreams
could come true. Our
ancestors were forced to
live in a society that
refused to recognize not
only their talents, but also
their right to be recognized
as men and women. Every
step of progress that was
made from the dark years
of slavery up until present
times, was accomplished
with the future of our race
in mind.
Afro-Americans must
pay tribute to our ancestors.
Our present day brethren
must realize that the blood,
sweat and tears of our fore
fathers, are the foundations

late.

Many of our brethren
feel that they have become
successful solely on their
own merits. They must
realize that for every step

of our race. We must never
forget where we have come
from. In fact, we must
revamp our lifestyles to
keep us in constant
reminder of our past. This
is the only way to ignite the

Every race has the
opportunity to gain the
knowledge of their ances
tors. Other races have pros
pered, here in America,
from the feeling of belong
ing that is associated with
their history. We have
become a race of people
that is struggling for an
identity, due to the fact that
we have been pick-pocket
ed of the knowledge of a
legacy of people that
placed this country on their
shoulders. Our ancestors
enabled this country to
become a major player in
this world, solely because
of their own misfortune.
Afro-American history
has been down-played for
centuries. America does
not want us to obtain the
full knowledge of the gra
cious contributions that our
ancestors not only gave to
this country, but also to the
world. Our ancestors illus
trated the truest form of
patriotism imagineable to

of progress made in today’s

flame of passion that seems

America, while they exist

society,

to have burned out, as of

ed

this fact, and begin to uplift
each and every one of our
brethren, we will never
finally see a world free of
racism.
Afro-Americans have
achieved success in virtual
ly every aspect of today’s
society.
The
success
achieved by many of our
brethren is at a minuscule
level, when compared to
the large percentage of
Afro-Americans trapped in
the bowels of society. The
triumphs that many of our
brethren have accumulated
are a great step towards
true racial equality. The
paradox is that many of our
brethren, who have become
successful, have bought
into a false sense of equali
ty-

someone

else

as * mere

animals.

The Weekly Challenger
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Mail
$30 for 1 year
SINGLE COPY
25 cents

Continental United States, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your paper during
delivery, phone (727) 896-2922

DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger no later
than 4 p.m. Monday
COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly Challenger. By
publishing such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice or
suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may be
edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions
become the sole property of The Weekly
Challenger. The Weekly Challenger reserves
the right to run all or part of any submission at a
later time. Some submissions may take
precedence due to timeliness or
newsworthiness.
Volume 37 • Number 22
Published Tuesday, February 3, 2005
16 pages • 1 section
©The Weekly Challenger

All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

America has successfully
erased the memories of our
past, and has created an
illusion that has many of
our brethren confused
about who they actually
are. America knows that
without the immediate
knowledge of our past, our
race will inevitably become
lost and bewildered.
Many of us have been
misled to believe that our
history only includes being
slaves to a country that was
filled with hatred and mal
ice directed towards our
ancestors. We are never
told of the marvelous
empires that our ancestors
cultivated in Africa. Our
ancestors revolutionized
many of the aspects of
today’s society. Many of
our brethren are unaware of
the industrial centers that
once thrived in Africa. Nor
does many of our brethren
realize the true reason why
Africa is called the
“Mother Land.” A hidden
fact to many of us, is that
scientists have found the
oldest bones from a human

being on the continent of
Africa.
Many of us are led to
believe that Abraham
Lincoln was solely respon
sible for our ancestors’
freedom from slavery. In
all actuality, our ancestors
freed themselves from the
clutches of slavery because
of the relentless pressure
they placed on a govern
ment that acted blindly to
their very existence. Not
only were our ancestors
involved in a war for their
freedom,
but
when
America called upon them
to fight for this country’s
freedom, they not only
answered the call, but they
were also sizeable factors
in every victory that this
country enjoyed for it to be
called the land of the free.
Our ancestors placed their
lives on the line for a coun
try that acquired its free
dom, while cruelly denying
them their freedom.

ects benefiting the commu
nities Kraft serves.
These people obvious
ly owe a debt of gratitude
to those who came before
them, but they deserve ad
miration for taking advan
tage of available opportuni
ties. Thurgood Marshall
and the Rev. Otis Brown
may have been key to the
integration of our public
schools, but Dr. Carson and
the others took advantage
of it. They stayed in school
and strove to succeed.

serves on the board of
CASA, a drug-use preven
tion group. Carson started
the Carson Scholars Fund,
Inc. to help Third-World
schoolchildren stay aca
demically
competitive.
Fudge is involved with the
Partnership for a Drug Free
America and the United
Way.

I

Profiles Of Empowerment
by Virgil Beato
A New Visions
Commentary
Black History Month
celebrations largely focus
on those who secured equal
rights for all: People such
as Harriet Tubman, Fred
rick Douglass and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
What's often over
looked, however, is the
path of opportunity they
paved and its importance
today.
The accomplishments
of living African-Ameri
cans can provide the
younger generation with
hope for the future. Past
heroes deserve no less
honor, but drawing atten
tion to those who seized
upon the opportunity they
secured lays the ground
work for a more prosperous
future.
For example:
• Before running for
the U.S. Senate in Georgia
last year, Herman Cain
spent over 25 years in the
business community - most
notably as president of the
Godfather's Pizza chain

Black leaders to salute include celebrated neuro
surgeon Ben Carson and Ann Fudge, who became
recognized as one of America's top corporate
women while serving as an executive at
Kraft Foods.

(which he saved from
financial ruin in the late
1980s). He also served as
president and CEO of the
National Restaurant Asso
ciation, where he made na
tional headlines after chal
lenging former President
Bill Clinton on his health
care proposal on behalf of
small businesses during a
nationally-televised townhall meeting in 1994.

• Kenneth Chenault is
now chairman and CEO of
the American Express
Company after spending
over 20 years working his
way up the ranks of the

Fortune 500 giant. Chen
ault helped revolutionize
the company by increasing
the variety of credit cards
issued from four to 60.
When the company's head
quarters in the World Trade
Center was damaged in the
9/11 terrorist attack, he
kept the company stable
during a time of great diffi
culty.
• Dr. Ben Carson is the
director of pediatric neuro
surgery at the Johns Hop
kins Medical Institutes in
Baltimore. In grade school,
Dr. Carson struggled to
succeed. With the encour-

The Weekly Challenger

agement of his mother,
who only had a third grade
education herself, he rose
to the top of his class and
earned scholarships to both
college and medical school.
He is a world-renowned
expert in separating con
joined twins previously
considered inseparable. He
also refined a technique for
radical
brain
surgery
known as hemispherectomy, which is used to treat
seizures, and has written
over 90 neurosurgical pub
lications and three best
selling books. A one-act
play, Ben Carson, M.D.,
has even been produced
about him.
• Ann Marie Fudge is
the president of the Young
& Rubicam advertising
firm. She became recog
nized as one of America's
top corporate women while
serving as an executive at
Kraft Foods, where she
successfully revived old
brafids such as Log Cabin
Syrup, Minute Rice and
Stove Top Stuffing. Fudge
successfully linked Kraft's
business objectives to proj-

welcomes your

These modern-day he
roes also share strong fam
ily values. While the Ame
rican Enterprise Institute
estimates close to 70 per
cent of black children are
now bom to single moth
ers, these people have en
joyed long marriages and
raised or are raising their
children in stable homes
with both parents present.
These modem heroes
also give back to their com
munity. Cain, for example,
an alumnus of the histori
cally black Morehouse
College, now serves on the
school's board. Chenault

Letters to

the

Many
high-profile
black "leaders" such as Al
Sharpton and Jesse Jackson
seem to regard capitalism
as unfair to African-Amer
icans. People such as Cain,
Carson, Chenault, and
Fudge show the American
Dream can work for'any
one with enough faith and
determination.
They and others like
them are true sources of
inspiration, and should be
honored during Black
History Month.
Virgil Beato is a former
staff assistant for the AfricanAmerican leadership network
Project 21. Comments may be
sent to Project21@ nationalcenter, org.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Quick File Tax Aid Sites Open To
Help Families Receive Income Tax
Credit-----------------------------------------------Free tax aid for quick
filing of federal earned
income tax credit (EITC)
began on Monday, Jan. 31.
Low to moderate income
individuals and families are
advised to bring their tax
documents to a one of the
six quick file tax aid sites
during established times.
There are no appointments.
Trained AARP volunteers
will be available to respond
to questions and to assist
eligible residents in filing
their taxes so they can
receive the credit. Eligible
residents will receive
refunds from the federal

government to help with
unplanned expenses, invest
in skills training or start a
business. The EITC tax aid
sites are available in Sar
asota, Venice and North
Port.
• American Red Cross;
2001 Cantu Ct., Sarasota
(open now through April
15), Monday - Wednesday,
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Thursday,
12 noon - 3 p.m. Closed:
Monday, Feb. 21.
• Selby Public Library;
1331 1st Street, second
floor, Sarasota (open Feb. 7
- April 15). Monday and
Wednesday; 1-4 p.m.;

Tuesday and Thursday; 5 8 p.m. Closed: Monday,
Feb. 21.
• First Baptist Church,
210 S. Nassau St., Venice
(Feb. 7 - April 15) Mon
day, 3-7 p.m.; Wednesday
and Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
• Jacaranda Public Li
brary, 4143 Woodmere
Park Boulevard, Venice
(open Feb. 7 - April 15).
Monday and Wednesday, 9
a.m. - 5 p.m.Closed Mon
day, Feb. 21.
• Bay Indies Park, 950
Ridgewood Ave., Venice
(open Feb. 8 - April 15),
Tuesday, 1-5 p.m.

• North Port Education
Community Center (Sen
ior Friendship dining site),
4940 Pan American Bou
levard, North Port (open
Feb 8 - April 15).Tuesday
and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 1
p.m; Wednesday, 10:30
a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sarasota County Gov
ernment has created an
EITC Task Force to assist
people become more aware
of this opportunity and to
help eligible residents in
accessing quick filing (efile) sites.

Jazz Club Of Sarasota Events For
February ——--------- ------ ----------------------• Friday, Feb. 4. 2 p.m.
Jazz at Two featuring
vocalist Diane Linscott &
pianist Charlie Prawdzik at
the Bayfront Community
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Admission
$3 for Jazz Club members;
$6 for non-members.
• Sunday, Feb. 6, 7:30
p.m. Concert featuring
Pepper & Fine Thyme at

Holley Hall, 709 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Jazz Club members are
admitted free upon presen
tation of membership card;
$25 for non-members.
• Friday. Feb, 11. 2
p.m. Jazz at Two featuring
Al Hixop’s That Jazz Band
Quintet with vocalist Chris
Brown singing Valentine
favorites at the Bayfront

Community Center, 803 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Admission $3 for Jazz
Club members; $6 for non
members.
• Saturday, Feb. 12, 2
p.m.. Jazz Jam featuring
saxophonist Stan Katz dur
ing the first half of the pro
gram and a jazz jam that is
open to all musicians dur
ing the last portion at the

Bayfront
Community
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Admission
$3 for Jazz Club members;
$6 for non-members.
• Friday, Feb. 18. 2
p.m.. Jazz at Two featuring
vocalist Maxine Goodheim
and Her Quartet at
Bayfront
Community
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Admission

Bill Cosby Returns To The Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall---------------- ------ —
SARASOTA - Bill
Cosby returns to the Van
Wezel Performing Arts
Hall by popular demand
for two performances on
Sunday, Feb. 13 at 3 and 7
p.m. Tickets are $55, $50,
$45.
Cosby is, by any stan
dards, one of the most in
fluential stars in America
today. Whether it be
through concert appear
ances or recordings, televi
sion or films, commercials
or education, Bill Cosby
has the ability to touch
people’s lives. His humor
often centers on the basic
cornerstones of our exis
tence, seeking to provide
an insight into our roles as
parents, children, family
members, and men and
women. Without resorting
to gimmickry or lowbrow
humor, Bill Cosby’s come
dy has a point of reference
and respect for the trap
pings and traditions of the

great American humorists
such as Charlie Chaplin,
Will Rogers, W.C. Fields
and Groucho Marx.
The 1984-92 run of
"The Cosby Show" and his
books "Fatherhood" and
"Time Flies" established
new benchmarks on how
success is measured. His
status at the top of the TVQ
survey year after year con
tinues to confirm his appeal
as one of the most popular
personalities in America.
Cosby’s believability and
humor make him most
effective as the spokesman
for Jell-G. His lifelong
contributions to American
culture were recognized
with a Kennedy Center
Honors in 1998.
Cosby represents the
voice of a vast, ordinary
world. Everyone seems to
easily identify with . his
characters and the situa
tions they find themselves
in. He gives the twist of the

ridiculous to everyday
faults, foibles and success
es, and makes them a rec
ognizable slice of life.
Cosby points out the hu
mor in our lives, and in do
ing so, he touches our
hearts. Because of this, his
appeal is not restricted to
any specific group. His
qualities have endeared
him to people from all
walks of life.
It is the fusion of these
qualities that has resulted
in television’s biggest and
most influential hit of the
modem era, "The Cosby

$3 for Jazz Club members;
$6 for non-members.
• Saturday, Feb. 19. 2
p.m.. Jazz Jam with open
mic session during the sec
ond half of the concert at
Bayfront
Community

Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Admission
$3 for Jazz Club members;
$6 for non-members.
• Friday. Feb. 25. 2
p.m.. Jazz at Two featur
ing Dick Smolens Quartet

at the Bayfront Community
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota. Admission
$3 for Jazz Club members;
$6 for non-members.
For additional informa
tion about the Jazz Club

Bill Cosby

Show." The show was cred
ited by many for singlehandedly resurrecting the
sitcom genre. Cosby’s
return to television after
eight years was prompted
by what he perceived as a
lack of relevance and an
abundance of superficiality
in TV comedy program
ming. Week after week of
No. 1 ratings and the al
most unanimous critical
acclaim only confirms that
others agree with his opin
ion.
Tickets for Sunday,
Feb. 13 at 3 and 7 p.m., can
be purchased at the Van
Wezel Box Office located
at 777 North Tamiami
Trail, through the Charge-It
Line at (941)953-3368;
Toll Free at 1-800-8269303; or on-line at vanwezel.org. The Cafe at the
Van Wezel opens two hours
prior to show time for a
dinner buffet and bever
ages.
and its programs, please
feel free to call (941) 3661552 or visit www.jazz
clubsarasota.com.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Celebrating
Student Sucesses
In Family Literacy
PINELLAS COUNTY
- On Feb. 25, from 10 a.m.
until noon, the Even Start
Literacy Program will hold
an awards ceremony hon
oring the achievements of
their students. Included in
the brunch, held at the St.

Petersburg Times auditori
um, will be student essay
readings and special awards presentations. Con
gratulations to these stu
dents, and continue to keep
working hard towards your
goals!

16th Street Plaza

Celebrate Grand
Opening------------ST. PETERSBURG The 16th Street Plaza, lo
cated at 1544 16th St. S. in
St. Petersburg, will host a
Grand Opening Celebra
tion on Saturday, Feb. 5 at
11 a.m. until close.
A ribbon cutting cere
mony will take place at 11
a.m. The event will feature
food, fun and children’s
games, along with a live
broadcast by radio station
WRXB from 11 a.m. - 2
p.m.
Businesses located in
the plaza are: Classy 727
Lingerie, Bellamy Gass
Inc., C.O.C. Shipping and
Packaging, Styles Beauty
Salon, A Cut Above Barber
Shop, Hair For You Beauty

Supply, Consumer Dollars,
Hot Diggity Dog Ice
Cream Shop, Sparrow
View Studio/Art Gallery,
Foxy Nailz and The Real
Estate Office. Coming
soon are Caribbean De
light, Southside Clinic and
an all purpose event center.
For more information,
please call LaShunda
Davis
at
(727)
0000000434-1281.
This event is being cel
ebrated in conjunction
with "Feet on the Street,"
the 2005 Midtown Photo
Project being held Feb. 4-6
and with "Doing the
Deuces Street Festival" on
22nd Street South on Feb.
5.

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

Feet On The Street

Midtown Photo
Project And Street
Festival --------------------ST. PETERSBURG While hundreds of amateur
and professional photogra
phers are taking pictures
this weekend of Midtown
for the 2005 Midtown
Photo Project, the public is
invited to come on Satur
day, Feb. 5 for the "Doing
the Deuces" Street Festi
val, 22nd Street South
between Ninth and 15th
Avenues, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. A hip-hoppin’ street
party is planned with live
bands, steel drum music,
dance troupes, vendors,
seafood, barbecue and soul
food and plenty of family
fun. Free parking and shut
tle transportation is avail
able in Tropicana Field
Lots 1, 2 and 3 (the lots

west of 16th St.), open
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Some
important notes for the
public:
• Anyone still wanting
to register as a photogra
pher for the weekend
photo project should pre
register and call (727) 8988318 as soon as possible.
• Vendors wishing to
participate in the Street
Festival should call (727)
892-5087.
City and county elect
ed officials have been
invited to participate in the
photo project, and will
gather at the main stage at
22nd Street South and
Ninth Avenue at 10:45
a.m.

Calling all photographers! During Feb. 4 to 6, join hundreds of
professional and amateur photographers in taking pictures of
8t. Petersburg's Midtown as part of the Feet on the Street 2005

Midtown Photo Project (photographers may still pre-register at
727-898-8318). This community art project will work to capture the

spirit and essence of our great community. Also, join the fun at the:

Pinellas Habitat For
Humanity Equipment
Stolen----------------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- When the staff at Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity
came in to work on
Monday, the parking lot
looked different - some
thing was missing. That
"something" was the 12
foot utility trailer that the
Habitat for Humanity affil
iate used to store and trans
port table, chairs and other
items used for house dedi
cations. Thieves, cutting
through a lock on the hitch,
stole the trailer and its con
tents sometime between

Sunday evening and early
Monday from the Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity’s
offices and Outlet Store
parking lot located at 3071
118th Ave. N. in Pinellas
Park. The value of the
trailer and the contents are
valued at over $4,500. The
license plate of the white,
unmarked
trailer
is
H26FJN. Pinellas Habitat
for Humanity asks that
anyone having knowledge
of this crime or seeing this
trailer contact their offices
at (727) 536-4755.

Please Support Our
Paper By Patronizing Our
Advertisers

22nd Street South between 9th & 15th Avenues
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Free parking and shuttle at
Tropicana Field Lots 1,2 A 3 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Street Festival vendors wanted. Must pre-register at 727-892-5087.

A hip-hoppin'street party with live bands • steel drums
• dancetroupes • vendors • family fun • seafood
• barbecue • soul food and more.
For information on the Feet on the Street Midtown Photo Project,
visit www.theartscenter.org/feetonthestreet.htm

Special thanks also to Circuit City, Florida Frames, Irwin Contracting and Zebra Color.
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
JUST FOR LAUGHS
LOSERS: He knew he
was in trouble right off his bride came to the wed
ding with a date.
LAWYERS: You can
never be sure whether it’s
better to tell the truth or
have a lawyer. My lawyer
is so smart, he never grad
uated from law school, he
settled out of class.
LAZIES: He is at that
awkward age - too old to
live off his parents, and too
young to collect Social
Security.
POLITICIAN: Never
5uy a drink for a politician.
Why should you? For a
few dollars more, you buy
urn.
THE PRESIDENT:
The latest rumor from
Washington has President
lush claiming,
“I’m
nobody’s man.’!
HAPPINESS: The late
George
Burns
said,
“Happiness is having a
large, caring, loving, closecnit family - in another
city.”
HUSBAND
AND
WIFE: The wife yelled at
ler husband, “I had to
marry you to find out how
stupid you are.” The hus
band said, “You should’ve
mown the minute I asked
you.”
My friend “Be Be” had
a check-up at a local hospi
tal and his doctor friend
told him that for a man
well past middle age, he
couldn’t find too much
wrong. Then he added,
“But I do suggest that you
give up about half of your
romancing. “Be Be” asked,
“Which half should I give
up - thinking about it or
talking about it?”
The boy said, “I won’t
get married until I find a
girl like Grandpa married.”
The girl said, “They don’t

make women like that
today.” The boy said, “No?
He just married her yester
day.”
The other day I ran
into an old friend and she
had changed so much that
she didn’t recognize me.
Time may be a great heal
er, but I’m afraid it’s no
beauty specialist. Today, if
you’re hospitalized, there
are two important numbers
on your medical records the shorter number is your
Social Security number,
and the longer number is
your hospital bill.
I was talking with my
friend “Be Be,” who is 90
years old, about always
being accompanied by a
beautiful young girl. He
said, “I always like to have
a young female friend’
only now I forgot what
for!” The really frighten
ing thing about “Be Be,” it
now takes him longer to
rest than to get tired. He
can’t turn the TV set off or
his girlfriend on. If he’s;
taking a pill before going
to bed, 10 to 1 it’s aspirin.
“Be Be” told me that he is
at the point in life — when
he’s got a lot going for him
- his hair is going, his teeth
are going...
***
Remember, this col
umn today is strictly for
laughs. I hope you have
enjoyed reading them as
much as I did writing
them. Be good to yourself,
and...
STAY LOOSE!

P.S. - I’m glad you’re
my sister-in-law.
Almeta Thompson
Thanks for being the
kind of sister-in-law who’s
also a wonderful friend!
Happy Birthdate, Feb.
5.
Mabel

Black Players Support High
School Coach After Racial
Slur---------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG,
Fla. (AP) - A white high
school football coach fired
for allegedly making a
racial slur will keep his
teaching job after black
players and civic leaders
came to his defense.
Lakewood
High
School coach Brian Bruch,
who also teaches math,
told a black player during a
Nov. 11 game to get his
"black a—" back into a
sideline huddle after the
player ignored his order to
join his teammates,
Pinellas schools super
intendent Clayton Wilcox
initially recommended that
Bruch be fired as coach
and from the teaching job
he held for 23 years. But in
a recent e-mail, he said he
would soften the discipline
to a 10-day, unpaid suspen
sion and a transfer to Dun
edin High, where he will
teach. He would also
attend two workshops on
racial diversity.
The board will consid
er the case Feb. 8.
Wilcox's
decision
came after members of St.
Petersburg's black commu
nity, including current and
former Lakewood players,
parents and civic leaders,
said Bruch is no racist. In
13 years at Lakewood, he
had taken too many black
students under his wing,
bought them lunches and
clothing, arranged for vis
its to dentists and doctors
and guided them toward
college careers.
"He showed that he
cared and was really con
cerned with building the
character of the boys," said
the Rev. Louis M. Murphy,

"People ought to take notice that we’re going to
draw a very hard line against comments, even in
the heat of the moment, that are derogatory to
people," Wilcox said, "I won’t suffer it and I
don't think kids should have to either."
a prominent black pastor in
St. Petersburg whose son, a
senior, played three years
for Bruch.
Murphy said he dis
agreed with Bruch's coach
ing tactics. "But he's ah
honorable man ... I didn't
see him as a racist?'
Bruch ran up against a
new superintendent who is
especially sensitive to race.
When Wilcox interviewed
last year with the School
Board, he said his deci
sions would be guided by
his perspective as a Mexi

that are derogatory to peo
ple," Wilcox said. "I won't
suffer it and I don't think
kids should have to either."
Bruch said he. made the
remark to a player who had
ignored two previous
requests to join the huddle.
Other players were also
yelling at him, when Bruch
made the comment.
Bruch has said there is
"no excuse" for making
the remark and accepts re
sponsibility for it, but said
he had been through an
unnecessarily trying time

can-American growing up

Wilcox heard people

since making the remark.
"It's a bitter pill to
swallow," he said. "I know

refer to his mother with
racial slurs. He saw them
turn her away from public
places because her $kin
was too brown.
"People ought to take
notice that we're going to
draw a very hard line
against comments, even in
the heat of the moment,

I wasn't guilty of doing
what I was originally
accused of doing because I
know I'm not a racist."
Murphy, the black pas
tor, said no one would have
cared if a black coach had
made the remark.
"That's the crazy soci
ety that we live in," he said.

in mostly white Iowa.

To Place An Ad In

The Weekly Challenger, Call Us
At (727) 896-2922 Today!

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

E(very day,

someone with a
mental health problem:

pops The question

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.

Earns a promotlon

Makes The grade
Mental health problems affect almost'
every family in America. Yet most people
who have mental health problems
recover from them. So chances are,
someone who has - or has recovered from
- a mental health problem makes a
positive impact on our lives.

.MENTAL
'HEALTH
it’s part of all our lives

Call 1-800-789-2647 for a free brochure

about mental health or visit
www.allroenuihealtb.samhsa.gov

The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent

4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137
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(TDD: 1-866-889-264?)

UX DI F » KO M«XT OP boot ANO hvmajs scxvicb*

JIO« PA MMUrOUNT Of
CHILDREN
I & FAMIUES

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of
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NAACP President Darryl
Rouson Reacts To Lakewood
Incident----------------- ----------------ST. PETERSBURG Darryl Rouson, the St.
Petersburg branch NAACP
president, appealed to
Pinellas schools superin
tendent Clayton Wilcox in
regards to this latest trou
bling news that has caused
stirrings in the African
American community.
"I found (Wilcox) to be
very sensitive to (Coach
Bruch’s) plight, but he
must respond in a very ef
fective manner so that the
deterrent effect is clear.
We trust that Superin
tendent Wilcox will con
duct an appropriate investi
gation and make a decision
within his authority and
experience. We will stand
by his decision which is
the same position we took
when the white chief of
police for St. Pete Was'
fired by the mayor for
referring to a black suspect
as an ‘orangutan,’" he
remarked.
In a recent letter to
Wilcox addressing the in
cident, Rouson wrote:
I have been in much
discussion concerning the
totally inappropriate re
marks made by Lakewood
Coach, Brian Bruch. Let
me state clearly, the re
marks made constitute a
racial slur. They are entire

ly inappropriate for a pro

Darryl Rouson, President, NAACP St. Petersburg
Chapter

must examine the entire
record of Coach Bruch
which is otherwise unre
markable for disciplinary
matters. I must also take
into consideration, the
beautifully worded letter
containing compliments
from a former student ath
lete now at a major univer
sity. If is clear to me that
the Coach may not have
meant it in racially deroga
tory manner.
In spite of wfiat may
have been his benign
intent, the historical con
text is too much to over
come. It is believed that he
should be disciplined and a
strong clear message sent
that such unintentional or

or

intentional utterance will

coach to use toward stu
dent athletes. The words
"black ass" combined with
profanity uttered by a Cau
casian in authority taken in
historical racist context
are even more inappropri
ate.
Having said that, I

not be tolerated ip any
manner whatsoever. A,
period of suspension and
removal from coaching
should send that message. I
believe it would be a harsh
penalty to completely dis
miss him from his teaching
position. I have consulted

fessional

educator

with my officers at the
NAACP and we are in
agreement.
"I would caution any
individual against thinking
that there was any appro
priateness in the coach's
comments just because it
was in the heat of the grid
iron," remarked Rouson.
"You can remember hoW
an otherwise sterling
career as a broadcaster was
shattered on Monday Night
Football when Howard
Cosell uttered in passion
ate excitement, ‘Look at
that monkey run!’, about a
black football player.
"What also gets me is
that we as black people are
taught from,early op, it is
ingrained hi us, that no
matter where we are we
would never... utter, ‘Look
at the lily white boy,’ or
‘Man, that cracker is some
thing else.’ We might think
it, but we would never utter
it, no matter how angry we
get "

North Pinellas County Red Cross
Branch Youth Safety Education
Program Recognized For Excellence TAMPA - The North
Pinellas County Branch of
the American Red Cross
was recently recognized
for its innovative COM
ETS (Community Educa
tion Trainers) program,
Which ran during the sum
mer of 2004.
The branch office re
ceived the “School and
Community Award for
Youth in Health and
Safety” award from the
American Red Cross
Southeast Service Area
headquarters
in
Birmingham, Ala., which
supports 120 Red Cross
chapters in five South
eastern U.S. states. The
COMETS program is now
eligible for national recog
nition from American Red
Cross National Head
quarters in Washington,
DC.
The award presented to
the North Pinellas branch
recognizes the involvement
of individual youth, youth
groups and adult youth
leaders who developed and
implemented
specific
activities which resulted in

improved
community
health and safety practices
through
the
2004
COMETS program.
The COMETS pro
gram is a combination of
video presentations and
hands-on activities about
safety and health issues
focused on children in pre
kindergarten to fifth grade.
Topics include: 'Whales
Tales,' a water safety pro
gram; 'Scrubby Bear,' a
personal hygiene program;
'Safety First,' a presenta
tion about home safety,
'Lost in the Store,' informa
tion about how to deal with
strangers and how to dial
"911" in an emergency and
'Bus Stop Buddies," infor
mation about school bus
and traffic safety.
The COMETS pro
gram recruited and trained
17 teens between the ages
of 12 and 18 from Palm
Harbor University, Dune
din Middle School and
Kennedy Middle School.
Collectively, the teen
'teachers' donated more
than 770 hours to undergo
training and to present the

programs at recreation cen
ters, day care facilities,
summer camps and at
youth-oriented events. The
program also provided val
uable opportunities for the
teens to develop and apply
leadership and public
speaking skills.
During
the
2004
COMETS schedule, more
than 880 pre-kindergarten
to fifth grade children par
ticipated in the program at
10 locations in North
Pinellas County. The 2005
edition of the COMETS
program is planned for roll
out in May, 2005.
"The contributions of
our talented youth volun
teers not only enhanced the
lives of younger Pinellas
County citizens but also
provided ah opportunity
for the teens' personal
growth. Their experience
will prepare them to be
tomorrow's adult leaders?’
said Kat George, Red
Cross North Pinellas Coun
ty Branch Manager.
The Red Cross North
Pinellas Branch is located
at 2481 Sunset Point Road

in Clearwater. The branch
provides disaster relief,
transportation services and
a variety of other commu
nity services to residents of
northern Pinellas County,
including a lull schedule of
CPR, First Aid, Babysitting
and related courses.
The Red Cross Tampa
Bay Chapter serves the
2.36 million residents of
Hillsborough, Pasco and
Pinellas counties from
headquarters at 3310 W.
Main Street, Tampa and
five other locations in the
three-county area.
Operating on an annual
budget of $4 million with a
volunteer corps of more
than 1,300, the Chapter
assisted 136,200 families
last year, providing Dis
aster Preparation and Re
lief; Life-Saving Skills;
Medical Transportation;
Military Assistance; Tele
phone
Reassurance;
Books-to-Go;
Foreign
Language Interpretation
and Hospital Staffing
Services.

The Kingly Law According to the Scriptures: “You must love your neighbor as yourself”
— James 2:8
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Tampa Bay Black
Journalists,
University Of Tampa
Hosts Screening Of
Slavery Documentary
"Slavery was no side show in American
history - it was the main event"
-James Horton, Professor (George Washington
University) and Director of the Afro-American
Communities Project of the National Museum of
American History at the Smithsonian Institution
TAMPA - The Tampa
Bay Association of Black
Journalists, in conjunction
with the University of
Tampa, will present an ad
vance screening of the new
WNET/PBS documentary:
Slavery and the Making of
America. The event, sched
uled for Friday, Feb. 4 at 7
p.m. at UT’s Plant Hall,
will highlight part one of
the series: The Downward
Spiral. The four part docu
mentary is narrated by
acclaimed actor Morgan
Freeman.
, Slavery and the Mak
ing ofAmerica takes an un
precedented look at the
origins of this country and
the role slavery played in
her history. The United
States was founded on the
principles of freedom, jus
tice and the voice of the
people. At the same time
the forefathers were shap
ing their new country, they
wallowed in their own con
tradictions by embracing
the institution of slavery.
This new documentary

brings to light personal
stories of slaves, their
struggles for freedom long
before the Civil War and
the economic role their
internment played in the
development of America.
Moderated by St. Pet
ersburg Times columnist
and TBABJ president Eric
Deggans, the discussion
immediately following the
screening will offer the
public a chance to interact
with some of Tampa Bay’s
leading scholars on slav
ery. Invited guests include
John Hope Franklin, Pre
sidential Medal of Free
dom honoree, USF profes
sor Ray Arsenault and
Charles Joyner, Burroughs
Professor of History, Coas
tal Carolina University.
For more information
on Slavery and the Making
of America, follow this
Web link: www.pbs.org/
previews/slavery/. Direc
tions to the University of
Tampa (including a map of
the campus) can be found
at: www.ut.edu/aboutUT/.

Education

year.

from front page

for the Organization of the
Year award, too, Watson
Haynes said.
Haynes brought the
award back to the co
founding Concerned Or
ganizations members, Adelle Jemison and Vyrle
Davis, who expressed sur
prise and delight to receive
it.
Jemison and Davis
said they were not aware
that their efforts here had
attracted such statewide
attention, and that the
award from the Alliance to
Concerned Organizations
was unexpected.
"These two people are
the reason," Haynes said.
"They brought a superin
tendent in to address Afri
can American education.
They brought African
American parents togeth
er."
What Haynes referred
to was the fact that origi
nally the Pinellas County
School District had no
plans to conduct a national
search to find a replace
ment for retiring Super
intendent Howard Hinesly.
Jemison and Davis de
cided it was time to act to
prevent the new superin
tendent from coming from
the same good-old-boy
network that they say had
continued an unequal edu
cation for black students
and ignored key provisions
of the court order that was
required to desegregate the
county schools. Therefore,
the pair teamed up, formed
a coalition of groups into
the Concerned Organiza
tions and demanded the
nationwide search that
resulted in recruiting Clay
ton Wilcox as the new
school superintendent last

One of the key provi

sions in the court order that
the school district has ig
nored for years is a re
quirement that the propor
tion of black teachers
match the percentage of
black students. Currently
the district has 18 percent
black students while the
percentage of black teach
ers is less than half the re
quirement and hovers
around eight percent.
Wilcox may be a good
• choice for some real
change in the district. The
failure by the district to
bring the ratio of black
teachers up to the percent
age stipulated does affect
the quality of education for
black students and with
only a few months on the
job Wilcox has recognized
those problems.
The St. Petersburg
Times recently reported
that Wilcox expressed con
cern that too many of the
white teachers in the dis
trict schools do not under
stand the culture and back
ground of black students
and that hinders their abili
ty to teach those students
effectively.
Perhaps Wilcox will
act on his alarm to rectify
that.
One change though is
in the way that African
Americans who are con
cerned about the education
of black students now
tackle the problem they
have worked to fix for
years.
What has changed?
They have a focus and
minimize minor differ
ences such as priorities or
methods.
"We have a single
goal, when we speak there
is one voice," Jemison
said.
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Pinellas County School News
Edreka Djuna Myrick,
secretary III, Lealman In
termediate, was named
Pinellas County Schools
Support Employee of the
Year at a breakfast this
morning at the Radisson
Hotel and Convention Cen
ter. She received a $200
savings bond from Achieva
Credit Union and a person
alized plaque. Myrick was
the winner in the "Indirect
Involvement
with
Students" category and
received a $200 savings
bond from the credit union
and an engraved clock for
that accomplishment.
The other category
winners, who also received
a $200 savings bond and a
clock, were Cheryl Harris,
teacher assistant ESE I,
Mount Vernon Elementary,
"Direct Involvement with
Students," and Ann Simonetti, secretary II, Quality
Academy, "Limited In
volvement with Students."
Myrick, who was nom
inated for the award by her
principal, may find her
skills as a certified referee
in the community useful in
dealing with students at
school. Not only is she an
integral part of the student
recognition process, but
she also is the one students
encounter first when sent
to the office due to miscon
duct. She talks with such
students, giving them ad

be available to help her
new principal’s transition
to Lealman Intermediate
and "is a model for person
al growth and continuous
learning."
With a 4.0 grade point
average at St. Petersburg
College, a district Certi
ficate of Distinction and a
knack for dealing with all
types of children, Harris is
a natural in the classroom.
"Although Ms. Harris’ of
ficial job title is ‘assistant,’
she is truly my co-teacher,"
writes Carol Dinsdale in
nominating her. "Our sec
ond- and third-grade class

vice on better ways to han
dle situations, because she
realizes they need to be in
class, not in the office. In

of students with emotional
handicaps serves students
with ability levels ranging
from kindergarten to fourth

addition, Myrick volun
teered to mentor and tutor
one of the school’s lowestperforming students, tak
ing training in a phonics
program so she could help
the middle school student
learn to read.
A committed employ
ee with perfect attendance
last year, Myrick took on
the daunting task of help
ing introduce the school to
SASI, the district’s new
student information sys
tem. The transition was
difficult, and Myrick found
herself in the middle,
working with school-based
and district-level person
nel. "She attended all train
ings ... and soon became
our SASI expert," wrote
Cheryl DiCicco, principal.
"She was sensitive to the
needs of technology-pho
bic teachers and arranged
to give them individual
support. When it came
time to train our teachers
on entering grades, she de
veloped a training that
went over the air on our
television station, and
teachers were able to sit at
their own computers to
learn. This took the pres
sure off them and made
them much more comfort
able with the task."
This mother of two
young children, with the
support and encourage
ment of her husband,
works full time and volun
teers in the community,
earned the district’s Cer
tificate of Distinction and a
bachelor’s degree from
Eckerd College, rearrang
ed her summer schedule to

grade. I depend on Ms.
Harris to conduct small
group sessions with strug
gling as well as advanced
students. Together we re
view Essential Learnings,
pacing guides and county
expectations for our grade
levels and plan lessons to
reach these goals."
Harris, who knows
most Mount Vernon stu
dents by name, "can easily
spot trouble brewing be
tween pupils and defuse it
before it escalates. It is not
unusual to see her sitting at
a picnic table with students
mediating a conflict." She
is "dedicated to the aca
demic and behavioral
growth of her emotionally
handicapped students" and
a "wonderful role model"
for all the students at
Mount Vernon.
Combining humor and
joy with intelligence and
dedication, Simonetti is an
asset to any team. She is
"organized, thorough and
anticipates need and ex
pectations before request.
As an organizer for train
ings, projects and meet
ings, she makes sure every
detail is taken care of and
every participant receives
all that is needed to be suc
cessful and satisfied. ...
With the many responsibil
ities she has in the Quality
Academy, she also finds
time to volunteer in other
departments and serve on
cross-functional planning
teams."
Simonetti
"under
stands how her efforts
affect schools, staff and
students and makes sure

__
Congratulations to Edreka Mfyrick, Secretary III
of Lealman Intermediate! She was recently named
Pinellas County Schools Support
Employee of the Year.

her work guides them in
the right direction. She is
helpful and goal-oriented
as she assists others in pro
fessional
development,
workshops, travel and vari
ous office duties."
Written nominations
for Support Employee of
the Year were screened by
two sets of judges, and the
highest scoring employees
were named semifinalists,
finalists, category winners
and Support Employee of
the Year. Three categories,
reflecting the work of Pi
nellas County Schools sup
port employees, are Direct
Involvement with Students

ST. PETERSBURG The Spring Tennis Scho
larship Tournament will
have its Second Annual
Tennis Tournament on
Saturday, April 30, at the
St. Petersburg Tennis Cen
ter, 650 18th Ave. S. The
St. Petersburg Center,
along with Jeff Davis,
community tennis coordi
nator, for the USTA are
collaborating together vfor
this event.
The doubles tourna
ment starts at 9 a.m., and
promises to be exciting
tennis for everyone. Pro
ceeds from the Spring
Tennis Scholarship Tour
nament will be used to give
Summer Tennis Scho
larships and Educational
materials to children in the
Math and Reading Tutorial
Program.
The St. Petersburg
Tennis Center offers after
school fitness and educa
tional programs to commu
nity children that is under
privileged, and disadvan
taged from surrounding
neighborhoods,
local
schools, and youth organi
zations. The tennis center
is a safe, learning environ
ment providing youths the
opportunity to: learn to
play tennis ("Games Ap
proach" teaching method),
and receive computer and

educational
assistance
(Through Tutoring and
mentoring) and a nutrition
al snack. The St. Peters
burg Tennis Center, is a
Non-profit Organization
and have goals to provide
children with educational,
social, cultural, and physi
cal activities beyond the
regular school day.
To make the Spring
Tennis Scholarship Tour
nament a huge success and
touch the lives of as many
children as possible, sup
port is needed from the
entire Tampa Bay Com
munity. The public is in
vited to participate as
sponsors, tennis players,
and/or spectators. The
tournament fee is $15 per
event. Entrance fee for
spectators is $3 for adults
and $1 for children.
A large banner will be
displayed at the tennis
tournament
with
the
names, addresses, and tele
phone numbers showing
the different category of
contributors.
For additional infor
mation on registration and
sponsorship opportunities,
please contact Nobedine
Packer at (727) 343-1896,
Allen Tumquist at (727)
893-1842, or Curtis Cook
at (727) 821-6632.

(employee spends 75 per
cent or more of his or her

Office depot

Cafevf&Mrfsterr

SAVE UP TO "20
ON BUSINESS ESSENTIALS

SAVE $20.00
After Coupon Savings

Office
■

WHITE COPY PAPER
W x 11', Case 348-037 Reg. $25.43
Coupon Cede 42414075

While supplies last Available in store only.

SAVE $2
GIBSON LEATHER
TASK CHAIR
• Soothing contoured

seat and back
• 1-touch seat height adjusts
for perfect posture

• Dual-wheel casters for easy mobility

Black 105-479 Reg. $49.74

CUTLESS RLE
FOLDERS 100-PK
16 Cut, Manila 905-068

Reg $6

Assembly required
Selection varies by location.
Coupon Code 61940186*

68

FREE

Ream of Office Depot
Soper White Paper

SAVE S5

(477-288, a S4.32 value)
With Purchase of ANY 2
Office Depot Brand inks OR
ANY Office Depot Brand Toner

PHILIPS

CD-R
Offi

Office depot.
REMANUFACTURED INK & TONER
56 Black Ink 648-040 $16.98

57 Color Ink 611-312 $29.72
E40 Toner Cartridge 567-568 $116.99

PHIUPS* CD-R 10-PK

Coupon Code (Ink) 69365733 / (Toner) 81883528*

584-712 Reg. S7.99

ASK ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

@
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News Deadline Is 4
P.M. Monday

work hours in direct con
tact with students), Indirect
Involvement with Students
(employee spends less than
25 percent of his or her
work hours in direct con
tact with students), Limit
ed Involvement with Stu
dents (employee spends lit
tle or none of his or her
work hours in direct con
tact with students).
The nine finalists and
12 semifinalists for Sup
port Employee of the Year
represent more than 7,500
full- and part-time Pinellas
County Schools support
services staff members.
Myrick will be Pi
nellas County Schools’
nominee for state SchoolRelated Employee of the
Year. Last year’s Support
Employee of the Year,
Vonnie Klein, was the first
person from Pinellas
County Schools to be
named Florida’s SchoolRelated Employee of the
Year.
WPDS-Ch. 14 will air
the Support Employee of
the Year breakfast Feb. 3-6.
WPDS-Ch. 14 appears on
Knology Ch. 14 and Bright
House Networks Ch. 14.
For more information,
contact Ron Stone, associ
ate superintendent of hu
man resources and public
affairs, (727) 588-6273.

2nd Annual Spring
Tennis Scholarship
Tournament Seeks
Players, Sponsors
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JAMM
The Palladium Theater,
Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Association, Inc.
and the City of St
Petersburg Spotlight In
Concert: The Kenny
Drew, Jr. Jazz Trio
At about 6:30 p.m. on
this particular Saturday
evening, one could feel
that something special was
about to happen. Electric
energy was slowly filling
the atmosphere and people
continued to flow into the
theater. A line of happy
folks began to stretch from
the ticket box office out
into the lobby. Sounds of
friends happily greeting
one another could be
heard. And, if one listened
closely, you could almost
hear the many introduc
tions being made by one
jazz fan to another.
Conversations like this
were going on at the begin
ning of this exciting even
ing just a few weeks ago
on Jan. 8. "Hey so-in-sO,
what’s happening! Good
to see you here. Kenny’s
gonna knock ‘em dead
tonight. I couldn’t miss
this for all the world."
"Yea, I heard they got a
brand new piano that must
have cost close to a million
bucks. Man, that sucka
ought to be able to play by
itself. But, Kenny gonna
make short work of it in no
time at all. I can’t wait to
hear him jam".
Yes, this was starting
out to be a big night, not
only for what appeared to
be a seasoned jazz audi
ence starved for some
good old straight-ahead
jazz, but also for the Pal
ladium, Al Downing Tam
pa Bay Jazz Association)
Inc., and the City of St.

Petersburg. This was the
evening that was establish
ing a relationship that
could last for years. These
three icons of St. Peters
burg had decided to part
nership a jazz concert of
which they hope will be
the first of many. Defi
nitely, not a stranger to the
Tampa Bay area, the fan
tastic and exciting jazz
pianist Kenny Drew, Jr.
had been chosen to be the
first of a concert jazz series
promoted by these present
day sponsors.
On this special and
highly energized evening,
the Kenny Drew, Jr. Trio
consisted of Kenny play
ing on the $88,000 Stein
way grand piano which the
theater had received as a
gift in December 2004. On
bass was the multi-talented
Richard Drexler, and keep
ing the musicians in time
was Sarasota’s own musi
cal time-keeper, popular
Tom Carabasi on drums.
This is the group that
Kenny uses most of the
time, so being familiar
with playing together, it
proved to be a swinging
tight-knitted group. They
played several original
tunes written by Kenny,
such as the beautiful When
The Green Leaves Turn
Brown and Fall, and also
some that his father had
composed. Other tunes
that the trio included in
their evening musical
repertoire were Chick
Corea’s Mirror, Mirror;
Speaking of Love by
Antonio Carlos Jobin,
Horace Silver’s very popu
lar and famous tune,
Peace, Thelonious Monk’s
original tune called Played
Twice, and the delightful

THE ART OF
LIVIN'

Bossa Blues No. 2 written
by Manfredo Fest.
The evening was filled
with beautiful sounds of
jazz provided by the three
master jazz musicians,
Kenny, Drexler and Carab
asi. During the concert,
the audience demonstrated
their approval by their
thunderous applause. Af
ter the concert, there were
many verbal compliments
extended to the promoters
of the event. The consen
sus of opinion was that
hopefully, this event would
be followed by many more
jazz concerts of this quali

by Norman E. Jones II
(727) 895 - 4126

The Art Of Livin' Ink!

Established in 1998,
the Palladium Theater is
dedicated to the preserva
tion, presentation and sup
port of the creative efforts
of the Tampa Bay Area’s
performing artists and cul
tural organizations. Most
performances at the theater
are presented by or for
school children, senior cit
izens and people of diverse
ethnic and* cultural back
grounds. For more infor
mation you may call (727)
822-3590.
The primary focus of
Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Association, Inc. is to
establish and encourage
knowledge and apprecia
tion of jazz. Free admis
sions to jazz concerts are
granted to any adult bring
ing a school-age child to
most association events.
In addition, scholarships
are awarded each year to
qualified senior music stu
dents graduating from high
school in the Tampa Bay
area.
For information
about membership, college
scholarships, and future
concerts, you may call
(727) 866-0085.
Jazz fans - do you have
any feedback? Rick would
like to hear from YOU!
Mail your comments to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

The Kingly Law According
to the Scriptures

“Do not put your trust in nobles, nor in the son of earthling man, to
whom no salvation belongs. His spirit goes out, he goes back to his
ground; in that day his thoughts do perish.”
— Psalm 146:3,4

“The friendliness
of the residents and
associates make THE

Fountains feel
home

like

instantly.”
Greg Bush

to sample his new product
line and receive auto
graphs brought an energy
and excitement rightfully

from front page

should attract consumers,
he hopes. "Gumbo and red

reserved for stars of his
caliber. Robinson made
sure to hug every fan that
greeted him, smiles all
around as cameras flaished
to capture the moment.
With his mother hail
ing from Memphis, Tenn.,
and his father a native of
Selma, Ala., Robinson has
always had a passion for
Southern cooking. Robin
son, who was bom in the
Motown , city of Detroit,
Mich., has traveled all over
as a recording artist, with
the opportunity to sample
some of the best foods
from top chefs. This
helped prompt his love of
cooking, and thus the new
food line. He hopes to add
a few new items to the line
within the next year or so.
As part of the promo
tion, Albertsons and Coca
Cola donated a $10,000
check to the Pinellas
County African American
History Museum, located
in at 1150 Marshall St. in
Clearwater. This is the sec

beans and rice is an all-day
or an all-night fixer," said
Robinson. "My products
are nice and convenient, all
ready for you to enjoy." As
a microwaveable meal,
Robinson notes that it his
line as a frozen food prod
uct is better than a shelf
item, one that would be
loaded with preservatives.
None of the meals contain
red meat; chicken sausage
is used as a healthy alter
native.
Albertsons, in partner
ship with Coca-Cola, be
gan their celebration of
Black History month in the
Bay area with Robinson’s
appearance. It serves as a
part of their campaign to
recognize African Ameri
can vendors in the food
industry.
"This is a great turn
out," Robinson told The
Weekly Challenger, as he
surveyed the multitude of
delighted fans.
The crowd that came

We Welcome Your Articles and
Pictures of Community Interest

G

Call or stop by our community today and enjoy a complimentary lunch.
Pick up your free 2005 Artists in Residence calendar.

‘eClKCT

The Fountains
AT

BOCA CIEGA BAY

1-877-767-8558

(toll-free)

Retirement Living • Assisted Living • Alzheimer’s Care
Skilled Nursing Care available on site.
1255 Pasadena Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33707
www.tliefountains.com

tion for Black History
Month from the grocery
chain.

experienced; these citizens
have made unprecedented
contributions to this

Last year’s contribu
tion went towards purchas
ing a computer, printer,
and museum software that
helped us with our ar
chives, said Sandra Rooks,
the museum’s executive di
rector. She will soon meet
with the board of directors
to, determine how this
recent award will be spent.
In addition to Rooks,
on hand to receive the
check were the museum’s
vice president Deborah
Godfrey, historian Lovetta
Williams, and board mem
bers Sheila Keller and
Loretta Hunter.
, "Oh, I was so over
joyed and excited," said
Rooks of her meeting with
Robinson. "It was such a
great feeling...to be there
and get a hug from him,
and take a picture. I almost
felt like a celebrity my
self!" she laughed.

nation. The readers of his
column will be enlightened
of the many successes
blacks have made and con
tinue to experience in the
American way of life.
This column will focus
oh local, state and regional
African American projects
and programs. My forty
years experience as a jour
nalist and student of histo
ry has prepared me for this
mission. It is my hope to
enlighten our youth and
adults as well as. senior cit
izens and the elderly resi
dents as well as all
Americans. I am an experi
enced journalist and art
cultivator. My Community
activities are well docu
mented in Columbus (OH)
as well as this historic city.
My
life's
adventures
include participation in
several official internation
al, national, and local civic
celebrations.
The Weekly Challenger
has been the official
"Black Bulletin Board" for
the Tampa Bay area for
over nearly forty decades. I
am proud to be a contribu
tor to this publication. Your
comments and suggestions
are welcomed.

photos by Rassi

reg Bush, retired Fire Chief of St. Pete, (left to right), and Bud
Kathan, Air Force veteran share a common interest of surfing the
web in the computer lab at THE FOUNTAINS AT BOCA ClEGA BAY,
from emailing friends to checking out current events around the world.

x

ond year that the museum
has received such a dona

Hundreds lined inside Albertsons hoping to stand face to face with the
R&B legend.
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ST. PETERSBUR This bimonthly of column
is expressively dedicated
to acknowledge the past,
enjoy the current and
express the future of the
many
attainments
of
African Americans in the
arts and history in
America's immediate com
munities.
It is my desire to
spread the creative and
constructive news and
views of black people who
have — and are — enjoying
the freedoms all Ameri
cans." Many Americans
are well aware of the insti
tution of slavery and the
struggles of civil rights and
their accomplishments in,
education, entertainment
and athletics. Despite the
many hardships Negroes,
Afro-Americans, AfroAmericans, Blacks and or
African Americans have

ty-

J
Arc you
interested
in writing
for The
Weekly
Challenger
or becom
ing one of
our photog
raphers? If
so, please
stop by the
office or
call us at
(727) 8962922!

Art Of Livin' African
American History
Month Exhibits And
Programs
The Aft of Livin', an
all volunteer nonprofit
community organization,
is presenting free several
innovated programs in this
city. The works of this"
writer will be presented in
exhibit form for entire
twenty-eight days of Feb
ruary. Eight copies of The
Negro Pages from the St.
Petersburg Times and
Evening
Independent
newspapers will be on dis
play at St. Petersburg
College - Midtown cam
pus. A photo exhibit of
Negro life from 1948 to
1954 may be viewed at the
Enoch Davis Community;
the works of several na
tional African American
artists of American Pioneer
Negroes is at the James
Weldon Branch of the St.
Petersburg Library. The
Heritage Documents are
on view at the St. Peters
burg Museum of History.
The Norman E. Jones
Script-Book Program is
scheduled for 11 a.m. on
Feb. 10 at the Sunshine
Center. The St. Petersburg
Campus of the University
of South Florida presents
"The African American
Tour of The Twentieth
Century," from Noon to 1
p.m. on Thursday the 17th
day. The James Weldon
Library presents "How the
Library changed my Life,"
with Norman E. Jones II
on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 1:30
p.m. The Art of Livin'
exhibits and programs
ends on March 1 with the
African American Cen
tennial Cultural Exhibits
and program at the historic
Mirror Lake Library in
downtown St. Petersburg.
Norman E. Jones II
may be reach by mail, tele
phone and electronically.
Please mail your com
ments or suggestions to:
Heritage
International
Press, Historic Open Air
Station, Post Office Box
1034, St. Petersburg-, FL
33731 or call {727) 8954126. His Email address
is: normanjones@abl.com.

“The clever mind observes.
The pure heart serves?’
---Sri Chinmoy

ils
H

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

airstyling

342711th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649
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WOMAN'S WORLD
Fashion

Roberto Cavalli. Perhaps
less knowA but remarkably
stunning were the works of
African American design
ers Fushi and Kate Mack.
From rhinestone den
im jackcjs and jeans,
sharply tailored pin stripe
suits, elegant red evening
dresses <nd coyote fur
jackets, there was some
thing for everyone to en
joy. Although they may not
have always been practi
cal, such as the fur halter
top (modeled for the cold
winter months), all the
fashions carried a bold
contemporary elegance
and sophistication about
them. "These are designs
to lift you up and out of
fashion boredom," noted
commentator Jada Jackson
Collins.
"I really liked the
denim outfits and the com
bination of colors," said
Deborah Butler, who
brought her 13-year old
niece, Myia Mills, to the
show. It was the first for
both, who agreed they real
ly were enjoying them
selves. "I’m pretty im
pressed," said Butler. Mills
nodded, pointing to her

the lone male model, a St.
Petersburg resident. Although his fashions, such
as red berets and matching
shoes, weren’t as well
received by the audience,
he still knew how to draw
applause, cracking the
audience up at one point
with his old, old, oldschool dancing reminis
cent of Rerun from
"What’s Happening." He
also drew a few delighted
cheers froth the female
attendees as the opened up
his shirt to reveal his bare,
well-toned'chest during the
show.
The music was upbeat
and hip; the production
and models flawless. The
show once again had the
ability to bring that flair of
fashion, style and attitude
that it’s known for.
Between Collins keeping
the show flowing with
witty remarks about how
women can take control of
their men with just the
right sense of fashion, and
the entertaining, well-cho
reographed swagger of the
models themselves, the
Fashion lair proved again
to be a Success with its
audience.
St. Petersburg resident
Alvina Moore, who was
beautifully dressed in
goldei hues, loved it all.
Having followed the show
when she lived in New

favorite outfit of the night

Yok, she was glad to

from front page

extravagant fashions of
designers such as Given
chy, Bob Mackie, Oscar de
la Renta, jtanae Mori and

- a white cowboy-inspired atfend the latest program
pants suit, embellished S. Pete had to offer. "I’m
with delicate gold embroi jlad that they showed the
dery. The design was by plus-size model," she said.
"It was nice to see some
Oppio, an Italian stylist.
A fan favorite was plus variety in the models."
The ticket price for the
size model Channon Mon
roe, who strutted the stage event was $30; the money
with plenty of personally will go towards the Zeta
and style. "You see lades, Upsilon Omega Chapter of
you don’t have to be a <ize the Alpha Kappa Alpha
two to work it," Calins Sorority’s community ser
said, to audience apphuse. vice commitments. Since
"Her fashions are deigned the Fashion Fair’s incep
for those ladies wh> have tion in 1958, the program
just a little bit more to has donated over $50 mil
lion dollars to charitable
offer."
Another favffite was organizations.

Alicia Keys To Perform In
Carol Morsani Hall----------TAMPA BAY - On
Saturday, Feb. 26, Alicia
Keys, with special guest
John Legend, will perform
at
the
Tampa
Bay
Performing Arts Center’s
Carol Morsani Hall. The
show starts at 8 p.m.
Tickets, priced at $45-$85
went on sale to the general
public on Friday, Jan. 28,
and sold quickly.
Singer, songwriter and
pianist Keys combines
classical training with an
old school sensibility that

Alicia Keys
has helped her soar to the
top of the music charts.

Keys relates to music much
in the way of legends such
as Stevie Wonder and
Prince, seeing their work
as a continuous, ongoing
journey rather than a col
lection of songs for a new
album.
Legend, who has come
on the scene with his latest
hit, "Ordinary People"
from his debut album, "Get
Lifted," is a star who is on
the rise. His style is a blend
of a bit of everything from
gospel, R&B and soul.

Sweet Honey In The Rock
Tickets On Sale----------------ST. PETERSBURG As part of the Presidential
Events Series and in cele
bration of Black History
Month, Eckerd College
presents "An Evening with
Sweet Honey In The Rock"
on Thursday, Feb. 24, at 8
p.m. at the Mahaffey
Theater (400 First Street
South,
downtown St.
Petersburg). Tickets are
available to the general
public at $25 per person.
Seating is general admis
sion. To purchase tickets
by phone, call Lova
Patterson, Eckerd's associ
ate director of campus

gathered for a powerful
performance by Sweet
Honey at the Palladium in
downtown St. Petersburg.
This year, Eckerd has more
than doubled the number

Seven African American
women join their powerful
voices, along with hand
percussion instruments, to
create a blend of lyrics,
movement and narrative

activities, at (727) 864-

of tickets available to the

that variously relate histo

8894. To purchase tickets

public.

ry, point the finger at injus

online, visit www.eckerd
.edu/sweethoney.
Founded in 1973 by
Dr.
Bernice
Johnson
Reagon, Sweet Honey In
The Rock is a Grammy
Award-winning African
American female a cappella ensemble with deep
musical roots in the sacred
music of the Black Church
- spirituals, hymns, gospel
- as well as jazz and blues.
Five years ago, 700
Eckerd College students,
faculty, staff and 200 mem
bers of the general public

Says Lena Wilfalk,

tice, encourage activism,

Eckerd's associate dean of.
students, "For over 30
years, Sweet Honey has
traveled the world spread
ing the message of peace,
equality,
compassion,
hope, faith, and justice
through voice and song. In
celebration of Black His
tory Month, we invite
members of the Tampa
Bay community to join
Eckerd in sharing the
Sweet Honey experience."
The Sweet Honey
experience is like no other.

and sing the praises of
love. The music speaks out
against oppression and
exploitation of every kind.
The septet, whose words
are simultaneously inter
preted in uniquely expres
sive
American
Sign
Language, demands a just
and humane world for all.
After 30 years of leading
and singing with the
ensemble, Dr. Reagon
retired from Sweet Honey
in February 2004.

Your Hospice

aMum,
When They’re Needed Most
We have a long way to go.

So let us

hasten along the road, the road of
human tenderness and generosity.
Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.
Emily Green Balch

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Comfort. Compassion & Community

i

Go Red For Women Mobilizes
Women To Join Cause, Fight
Heart Disease-------------------------ST. PETERSBURG—
Thousands of Americans
will help women fight
heart disease when they
participate in the second
year of the American Heart
Association’s Go Red For
Women initiative, as it
gears up again in February.
Go Red For Women
began in February 2004 to
raise awareness that heart
disease is women’s No. 1
killer. The grassroots cam
paign has since grown into
a vibrant national move
ment as more women,
men, celebrities, health
care providers and politi
cians embrace and elevate
the cause of women and
heart disease.
The campaign pro
vides women tips and
information on healthy eat
ing, exercise, and risk fac
tor reduction, such as
smoking cessation, weight
maintenance, blood pres
sure control and blood
cholesterol management.
"Last year, we discov
ered an alarming fact —
that women still don’t
know heart disease is their
No. 1 killer," said Alice
Jacobs, M.D., president of
the American Heart Asso
ciation. "In fact, more
women still believe that
cancer is the greatest
health problem facing
them today. Go Red For
Women is beginning to
change that."
Sponsored proudly by
national sponsors Macy’s
and Pfizer, with additional
support from the Pacifi
Care Foundation and Bay
er Aspirin, the American
Heart Association’s activi
ties in February include:
• National Wear Red
Day. A national obser
vance created by the
American Heart Associa
tion, on Feb. 4, thousands
of people, including em
ployees at more than 3,000
companies, national and
local news anchors and
talk-show hosts will wear
red to support the cause.
The red dress and the color
red are symbols for women
and heart disease and the
American Heart Associ
ation’s Go Red For Women
movement.
• National landmarks
and monuments. National
and local landmarks —
including the Seattle Space
Needle, Niagara Falls, the
Empire State Building,
Graceland and more —
will be illuminated in red
during February, American
Heart Month to further
raise awareness of women
and heart disease.
• The Red Dress Pin Get One. Give One. Thou
sands have already added
the red dress pin to their
fashion accessory collec
tion to support the women
and heart disease move
ment. This year, women
are urged to get two free
red dress pins - one to
wear and one to share with
someone they care about.
You can get the pins by

calling
1-888-MYHEART.
• National Celebrity
Spokesperson. Grammy
award-winning •
R&B
vocalist Toni Braxton,
among several celebrities
involved in Go Red For
Women, is the national
spokeswoman in 2005. "I
am so pleased to be joining
Go Red For Women, not
only because heart disease
has touched me personally,
but also because I can
assist in taking the mes
sage to the thousands of
women who don’t know
that heart disease is their
No. 1 one health risk," she
said.
• Red Dress Statue
Collection. More than 20
celebrities in fashion,
music, food, television,
film and sports have
inspired a unique collec
tion of custom-designed
statues depicting the Go
Red For Women red dress
icon. The statues will be
unveiled on Feb. 3, at
Radio City Music Hall.
The celebrities include Bill
Cosby, Antonio Banderas,
Melanie Griffith, Jamie
Lee Curtis, Daisy Fuentes,
Jane Pauley, Univision TV
personality Teresa Rodriguez, designers Carolina
Herrera and TV chefs
Rachel Ray and Sara
Moulton.
• Shop With Heart at
ShopGoRed.com.
This
February, with the launch
of the Go Red For Women
Online Store, consumers
can get important health
information as well as

shop for fun products that
benefit the American Heart
Association. The site of
fers a brand new rhine
stone red dress pin as well
as hats, bags, scarves and
even a men’s tie. The site
is the only source of offi
cial Go Red For Women
merchandise from the
American Heart Associa
tion.
• Shop For A Great
Cause. There are many
products "benefiting" the
American Heart Associa
tion from Day-Timers, Le
Mystere lingerie, Perfumania, Brighton, Swarov
ski Crystal and more.
These products, on sale
through February and be
yond (in some cases), are
also linked to at ShopAHAGoRed.com.
• The scientific com
munity joins the move
ment. At a news confer
ence on Feb. 1, the Amer
ican Heart Association will
release new scientific
statements on women and
heart disease as well as a
new study on what physi
cians and consumers are
doing (or not doing) to
reduce their risks.
Anyone can join Go
Red For Women by calling
1-888-MY-HEART
(1888-694-3278) or visiting
americanhpart.org.
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Did you know
that 8 out of
10 babies
bom with HIV
are black?
If you are pregnant, get
prenatal care and ask
your doctor for an HIV
test.
If you have HIV or AIDS,
medical treatment can
help you have a healthy
baby.

Call 1.800. FLA. AIDS
for more information.
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STATE NEWS
Ravens Cornerback Fuller Acquitted In
Gambling Case-------------------------

Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed Installed As
Bethune-Cookman College’s Fifth
President —----------------------------------by Jimmy Hernandez
DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. - Bethune-Cookman
College President Dr. Tru
die Kibbe Reed1 celebrated
her inauguration as the fifth
president of the historically
black institution on Satur
day, Jan. 22 by launching
her vision for an Inter
national Institute for Civic
Participation and Social
Responsibility.
"The institute will pro
vide a forum for students to
work with international
leaders to address and re
solve disparities in areas of
education, health care, and
economic empowerment,"
said Dr. Reed.
On the job since Au
gust, Dr. Reed has already
taken initiatives to connect
the College and its students
to the community around
them, both locally and
globally.
"Dr. Reed, we wel
come you with your deep
sense of social responsibil
ity, said Florida Senator
Evelyn J. Lyng.
Local and state leaders
as well as delegates from
numerous institutions of
higher education were in
attendance to pay tribute to
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune
and to welcome Dr. Reed
as the College's first female
president since Dr. Bethune

Former College President Dr. Oswald P. Bronson Sr.
transferred the Bethune-Cookman College
Presidential Medallion to Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed dur
ing her Investiture service on Saturday, Jan. 22.
founded the institution in
1904.
"Through
diligence
and faith, Bethune-Cook
man College has found a
woman worthy to wear the
mantle of the College and
its founder, Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune," stated
Dr. J. Stanley Marshall,
chairman of the Board of

Trustees.
"Dr. Reed clearly is
unique, and ready to wear
the mantle of this fine col
lege," stated Dr. Larry R.
Handfield, Esq., chairman
of the Inaugural Planning
Committee and member of
the College's Board of
Trustees.
The ceremony featured

performances by the world
renowned Bethune-Cook
man College Concert Chor
ale and gospel recording
sensation Cynthia Wilson
Hollins.
One highlight of the
ceremony included heart
felt remarks by Jason Preciphs, Esq., son of Dr.
Reed, who delivered the
vision for the International
Institute.
"When I first met Dr.
Reed, I was not ready," kid
ded Preciphs, referring to
his birth. "Remember to
speak often, speak loudly,
and always think: you are
ready."
"As the fifth president,
I am honored to accept the
challenge of taking Beth
une-Cookman College to
greater prominence," said
Dr. Reed. "I am committed
to Dr. Mary McLeod Beth
une's legacy of faith, serv
ice and scholarship."
Dr. Marshall, along
with Dr. Oswald P. Bron
son, Sr., who retired as
president of BethuneCookman College in 2004
after 29 years of service,
transferred the Presidential
Medallion to Dr. Reed and
installed her as the new
president for the beginning
of the College's second
century.

Still Puzzled By Pre-K

Parents,
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - The state wanted
parents and schools inter
ested in participating in
Florida's new universal pre
kindergarten program to
start signing up for the pro
gram Tuesday, but it's
unclear where they should
go to sign up for classes
starting in August.
Private preschool own
ers don't know whether
they will qualify for the
program or how much
money they will get from
the state if they do. Public
school districts are expect
ed to have a tough time
meeting certification re
quirements.
State officials are
advising people interested
in state-funded pre-K pro
grams to watch state Web
sites for information. But
the Web site, www.upkflorida.org, offers no infor
mation on how to sign up.
“We've been getting
many calls from parents
asking where to sign up,"
said Susan Morris, early
childhood supervisor for

Hillsborough
County
schools. “At this time,
we're telling people we just
don't have enough informa
tion. We don't have an
swers."
Gladys Wilson, deputy
director of the state Office
of Early Learning, said
there's an online applica
tion planned but no details
are available.
“We're just trying to
get a feeling of how many
families want to partici
pate," Wilson said. “We
have no idea right now."
An estimated 212,000
children turning 4 by Sept.
1 will qualify, and the state
expects as many as 154,000
to participate.
Florida voters mandat
ed the program in 2002 by
a constitutional amendment
that said a quality pre-K
program must be available
to any 4-year-old whose
family wants it by August
2005.
Officials say they will
need public, private and
faith-based programs and
even homes to accommo

date everyone because pub
lic schools don't have
enough space.
But there may not be
many public schools partic
ipating. To be eligible, a
district must meet classsize reduction requirements
for regular school, another
constitutional provision
voters approved in 2002.
School districts also
must certify that they will
continue meeting the re
quirements and need no
additional capital outlay
funds through the 20102011 school year.
“It is anticipated that
very few school districts, if
any, will be able to certify
to the requirements," Shan
Goff, director for the state
Office of Early Learning,
wrote in an e-mail last
Friday. '
Under the new state
law, school districts are
required to provide a 300hour summer preschool
program with certified
teachers beginning next
year. That's separate from
the 540-hour school year

NEW!
FRESH TILAPIA

Corey Fuller, left, speaks to the media as his attorney
Tim Jansen looks on following his trial, Saturday,
Jan. 29, in Tallahassee, Fla. Fuller, an NFL defensive
back with the Baltimore Ravens was acquitted
Saturday of all three gambling and gun charges filed
against him after he was accused of running highstakes card games at his house.
AP PhoteZPhil Coale

weapons charge.
“Everything he tells
you has an independent,
innocent, non-criminal ex
planation," defense attor
ney Gary Roberts said in
closing arguments.
But prosecutor Matt
Smith told jurors that
Fuller presided over the
card games like “a pit
boss," armed and demand
ing the house cut, which
was put in a shoe box on
the game room floor.

by Ron Word
Associated Press Writer
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.
(AP) - After more than
four years of planning,
Jacksonville is ready for its
time on the Super Bowl
stage.
Owners of temporary
stores are loading shelves
for a one-week sales sea
son, security is getting
tighter and the football
world's eyes are beginning
to focus on the River City which, despite its relative
lack of status compared to
some of the nation's elite
cities and tourist destina
tions, welcomes the host
ing challenge.
The finishing touches
for the transformation of
Jacksonville's downtown
are going on in earnest,
with workers planting
flowers, paving streets and
setting up temporary cell
phone towers - all with the
hope of better accommo
dating
the
estimated
100,000 visitors who'll
flood the city this week for
Super Bowl XXXIX.
Palm trees, sturdied by
lumber, have been planted
downtown and concrete
sidewalks were replaced by
brick. Television lights and
towers have been erected
atop a downtown parking

garage, networks are begin
ning to set up their expan

sive camps and colorful
fiberglass manatees spaced
through the downtown
area.
And last Sunday, the
real stars - the AFC cham
pion New England Patriots
and NFC champion Phila
delphia Eagles - arrived to
begin their final prepara
tions for the Feb. 6 game.
Let the party begin.
“I'm glad it's finally
here, but it's a big mystery
dealing with all the
unknowns," said Vince
O'Rourke,
who
owns
Eclate, a downtown restau
rant and lounge.
Jacksonville has never
before hosted a Super
Bowl, and for many the
process has been of the
leam-as-you-go variety.
O'Rourke said the game is
causing him big logistical
problems as far as supplies
and staffing - he simply
doesn't know how much to
order and how many people
to hire.
Betty Turner operates a
jewelry store, and she, too,
has logistical concerns like how diverted traffic
will affect her sales. A
street festival will go on
outside her downtown
storefront, and she's not
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Payment?
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“It's not a game room.
It's Casino Fuller, that's
what it was," Smith told
jurors. He later tailed the
verdict “disappointing."
An undercover agent
testified that he saw hun
dreds of dollars being
wagered. State law allows
card players to gamble up
to $10 a hand. The agent
did not see Filler gam
bling, but a witless testi
fied that she saw him play
ing a game called Georgia

Skins.
Jurors saw a videotape
of the raid that included a
profane response tq police
ramming Fuwr'a front
door.
Roberts described
Fuller as a successful,
wealthy man wh» was loyal
to and kept in touch with
his childhood friends.
“He's the guy from the
neighborhood who made
good. That's what he is,"
Roberts said.
Fuller ackiowledged
he was carrying i holstered
gun when his house was
raided last April 20. He got
a concealed weapon permit
after a shootout at his
house earlier in the year.
Fuller blamed authorities
for not finding the culprits.
Fuller, 33; a 5-foot-10,
220-poundef, had 13 tack
les and no sacks in 14
games this season. He
spends the offseason in
Tallahassee, where he
starred in high* school and
college before being draft
ed in the second’round. He
has also played for the
Minnesota Vikings and
Cleveland Browns.

Game Week Is Finally Here, And
Jacksonville Says It’s Ready —

ft

SANDWICH $3.99
DINNER
$7.49
BY-THE-POUND $9.99
COOKED TO ORDER:
CHOOSE FRIED, GRILLED, OR BLACKENED

MID PENINSULA JEAFOOD
MARKET ( KJTAURANT

program starting this year.
Kris Giordano, execu
tive director of the Early
Learning Coalition of Polk
County, said she wished
public schools would have'
a role in the year-round
program.
“They're mandated to
do the summer program,
which is almost impossi
ble," she said. “And they're
not being allowed to do the
year-round program. And
that's too bad."
Profiles of qualified
providers are expected to
be posted on a state Web
site. State payments would
go to providers as a vouch
er.
State lawmakers will
decide the value of the
vouchers in the legislative
session starting in early
March. Gov. Jeb Bush has
proposed about $2,500 per
child for a three-hour-perday program during the
school year or 300 hours
during the summer.

by Jackie Hallifax
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - Baltimore Ravens
cornerback Corey Fuller
was acquitted Saturday of
all three gambling and gun
charges filed against him
after he was accused of
running high-stakes card
games at his house.
The six-member jury
deliberated less than two
hours before rejecting two
days of prosecution testi
mony on charges carrying a
possible five-year prison
sentence.
“It's ridiculous how the
state and these officers took
this charge and ran with it,"
Fuller said after the acquit
tal. “I feel sorry for the
guys who have been on
trial that have no money
and can't afford great
lawyers."
The defense told jurors
that the evidence amounted
to nothing and the prosecu
tion failed to prove that
Fuller either kept a gam
bling house, a felony, or
gambled illegally, a misde
meanor. The verdict on the
felony count automatically
cleared him of a related

sure how she'll get to work,
where she'll park - or wlere
her prospective customers
will park.
“I am praying ver'
hard that the Super Bowl
will give us the bump to
keep going," Turner ^aid.
Organizers insist that
everyone involved can
relax, and that everything
leading up to Super Synday
-will go as planned, j
It may be the first
Super Bowl for Jackson
ville and most of its 10,000
volunteers, but it's not the
first for many of the key
organizers - including'Mi
chael Kelly, who heads the
Super Bowl Host Com
mittee after serving in a
similar capacity for Tam
pa's Super Bowl in 2001.
Kelly knows the city
hasn't been a popular
choice to host this game,
yet says Jacksonville,
which submitted its bid
application back in 2000,
i will prove critics wrong, a
“There is a lot of antic
ipation," Kelly said. “We
>are ready to get the party
started."
Added host committee
spokeswoman
Heather
Surface: “A well-oiled'
machine is an excellent
way to describe it."
Plans seem to be moying along smoothly as the
city prepares for the hordes
of Eagles and Patriots fans,
the arrival of five cruise
ships that will serve as tent
porary floating hotels, plus
corporate bigwigs and a

twins to rapper Snoop
Dogg.
Organizers say the
game will result in a direct
economic impact of $300
million or more for Jack
sonville, the nation's largest
city in terms of mass (841
square miles) but one that
loesn't even rank among
tle nation's top 50 televi
sion markets.
And there's plenty of
peojle hoping to cash in.
Amoig them: Former NFL
tailbatk Ben Malone, who
played for the Miami
Dolphins from 1973-78.
He'll operate a temporary
storefrort called “Major
T's," which will be stacked
with Super Bowl shirts,
jackets ($300), shot glasses
($8) and offer memorabil
ia.
Every year the Malone
family, from Tempe, Ariz.,
heads for the Super Bowl
to operate a similar shop.
“We heard thiswas where
there was going to be a big
block party," saifl Malone's
son, Ben.

Down the block, Mike
Ranne, a building 'manager,
was overseeing the com
pletion of a coffee shop,
which will be run by
Jacksonville chapter of
National Association for
the Mentally Ill - of which
he'^the local president.
YThe Super Bowl has
beenigood for downtown,
he sail, “People are doing
what ffey've put off doing
for years, even if they are
doing it in one week."

virtual army of public rela
tions folks pushing every
thing from the Coors beer

Linda Mobley
President

NEWS DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY
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Jackson
from front page
jurors that they might have
to serve for about six
months, and that it was an
important duty.
"Most of us have rela
tives who have fought and
died to protect this sys
tem,"
Melville
said.
"Freedom is not free. Jury
duty is part of the cost of
freedom."
The jury pool was pre
dominantly white. About a
quarter appeared to be

Hispanic, and only a few
were black.
One of the black men
in the pool told the judge
he was unemployed and
"six months will affect my
future. I think I should
worry about myself and not
the defendant."
A white man said dur
ing a stint in jail he got into
a dispute between a black
prisoner and a white pris
oner and had been branded
a racist, even though he
was not.
Another man who had been
convicted of an undis-

closed crime said he was
on an electronic monitor
and confined to his home.
Melville ordered the man
to remain in the jury pool
and said he would inform
those monitoring him.
Another prospect said
he is chief launch coordina
tor at nearby Vandenberg
Air Force Base. He said he
has two launches in the
near future and can't take
time off to be a juror.
Many of the prospec
tive panelists reflected the
small-town feel of northern
Santa Barbara County, a

Central California region
known for wine, agricul
ture, and Jackson's Neverland Ranch. One woman
said she could get a med
ical excuse from her doctor
across the street. A few said
they have friends who
worked at Neverland.
One woman said that at
75, she was "just too old."
"You don't look a day
over 60," the judge replied.
The woman said she
was willing to serve if she
had to, but noted she had "a
multitude of illnesses."

Social Security’s Racial Equity Debated
Does Social Security beneficiaries.
cheat black Americans?
On balance, the pro
Yes, President Bush insist gram may actually benefit
ed last week. But some blacks more than whites,
Social Security experts say according to analyses by
the answer is clearly "no."
the AARP, scholars such as
The way Bush ex Liebman and the Social
plained it to a group of Security Administration's
black supporters last week, actuaries. Only the conser
blacks are short-changed vative Heritage Foundation
because they are more like has concluded otherwise.
ly than whites to die before
Numbers aside, says
receiving their fair share of Liebman, lower income
retirement benefits.
people benefit more from
It is true that blacks, on Social Security simply
average, have shorter lifes because for them, the pro
pans than whites. But that gram makes the difference
is not the only factor that between poverty and a de
needs to fie considered, say cent standard of living. For
economists who study the the well off, it's just anoth
government's retirement er source of retirement
program.
income.
Social Security pays
Liebman says he favors
lower-income
workers personal
retirement
more, relative to what they accounts - the cornerstone
pay into the program, than of the Bush Social Security
higher-income workers. plan - as long as they are
Blacks are paid less than implemented with certain
whites on average, so the safeguards.
"There are a lot of good
distribution of benefits fa
vors them. That evens out reasons to establish person
the discrepancy caused by al retirement accounts," he
the difference in death says. "Racial disparities in
rates, said economist Jef rates pf return from Social
frey Liebman, a former Security isn't one."
The Social Security
Clinton administration offi
cial whose research is often argument highlights a lit
cited by the Bush adminis tle-discussed but long
tration in support of its own standing social problem:
the continuing disparity in
policies.
But there are other fea life fexpectancy between
tures of Social Security that whites and blacks in
tip the balance further America. In 2001, the aver
toward blacks. Spouses and age life expectancy of a
dependents of Social Se black male at birth was
curity beneficiaries who 68.6 - 6.4 years less than
die continue receiving half that for a white male. The
of the deceased person's average life expectancy for
benefits. Furthermore, the a black female was 75.5
program pays not just re years - 4.7 years less than
tirement benefits but dis for a white female.
"We need to reorient
ability benefits to those too
sick or injured to work. our priorities," said Robert
Blacks, 13 percent of the S. Levine, a professor in
population, comprise 17 the family and community
percent of the disability medicine department at

Meharry Medical College
in Nashville, Tenn. In a
2001 study, he found that
the federal government's
stated goal of eliminating
health disparities by 2010
would be nearly impossible
to realize.
The disparity in life
expectancy is even worse
for blacks who live in
poverty. A 2001 study by
the University of Michigan
found that in the poorest
neighborhoods of Los An
geles, Chicago and New
York, a 16-year-old black
male could expect to die at
59 years old - 15 years
younger than the average
white male his age.
Behind the discrepancy
lies myriad threats to sur
vival that afflict poor
blacks from before birth to
old age:
Blacks are 2.5 times
more likely than whites to
die in the first year of life.

number of chronic dis
eases, especially diabetes
and high blood pressure.
"If the problem we're
trying to address is African
Americans having lower
life expectancy, increasing
their retirement benefits
and their ability to pass
wealth on to their children
is not the way to do that,"
Liebman said.
According to Philip
Landrigan, a professor of
community and preventive
medicine at the Mount
Sinai School of Medicine
in New York City, "the
most immediate thing that
needs to be done is that we
need to take steps to
improve the access of poor
people, and poor children
especially, to the health
care system."
In New York's Harlem
neighborhood, a program
that offered medical care,
education, and legal help

Because they are exposed

pressing landlords to deal

to more air pollution and
have less access to health
care, black children, and
Hispanic children as well,
die of asthma at about three
times the rate of whites.
In their teenage and
young adult years, young
black men are more likely
than whites to meet violent
deaths. A recent study by
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
found
that
homocide
deducts
about
seven
months from the life ex
pectancy of the average
black male.
HIV and AIDS also
disproportionately affect
blacks. In 2000, the rate of
new AIDS cases was 10
timds higher in blacks com
pared to whites.
Later in life, blacks are
more likely to die from a

with mold, dust and air
problems in apartments
recently cut emergency
room and unscheduled doc
tor visits by 75 percent. ,
Racism also probably
plays a role in shortening
black peoples' lives, Lan
drigan said. Some studies
suggest that even when you
take into account lifestyle
differences, the lack of
access to health care and all
other factors, there is still
an excess incidence of high
blood pressure among
blacks due to the stress of
prejudice.
"The only explanation
that people have been able
to put on this is that it rep
resents the cumulative ef
fect of the small day-to-day
insults that constitute
racism in our society,"
Landrigan said.

NAACP Refuses To Cooperate With IRS
Probe Into Allegedly Political -------------

Was Julian Bond’s
speech last fall criticiz
ing President Bush the
reason for the IRS’ new
focus on the organiza
tion?

WASHINGTON (AP)
- The NAACP, the nation's
oldest civil rights organiza
tion, is refusing to cooper
ate with an IRS investiga
tion into an allegedly
improper political speech,
charging that the timing of
the probe was itself politi
cally motivated.
The Baltimore-based
National Association for
the
Advancement
of
Colored People said in
October that the group's
tax-exempt status was
under review after its chair
man, Julian Bond, gave a
speech that criticized
President Bush.
In a letter to the IRS
last Thursday, NAACP
attorneys said the group

will not hand over docu
ments requested in the
probe and argued that the
IRS followed improper
procedure by launching its
exam before the group filed
its 2004 tax return.
The letter said the tax
examiners aimed to influ
ence the group's activities
just before the November
presidential election.
“We must conclude
that the intention was to
chill appropriate voter reg
istration and get-out-thevote efforts, whether con
ducted by the NAACP or
by other organizations that
are targeted by similar
examinations in the pro
gram," they wrote.
The IRS has said it's

probing about 60 charities,
churches and other taxexempt groups for poten
tially breaking federal rules
that bar them from partici
pating in political activity.
The NAACP said the IRS
challenged as improper
campaign intervention a
Bond speech this summer
because it condemned the
president's policies on edu
cation, the economy and
the war in Iraq.
The civil rights group
said it has a long history of
criticizing presidents and
their policies and that Bond
criticized both political
parties during the speech.

Eagles Aren’t Acting Like Underdogs

Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Donovan McNabb
smiles as he talks with reporters during a media
opportunity in Jacksonville, Fla., on Monday, Jan.
31. McNabb will lead the Eagles against the New
England Patriots in Super Bowl XXXIX at Alltel
Stadium in Jacksonville on Sunday, Feb. 6.
AP Photo/Amy Sancetta
by Rob Maaddi
AP Sports Writer
PHILADELPHIA
The Philadelphia Eagles
haven't lost their swagger.
Despite being seven-point
underdogs against the New
England Patriots on Sun
day, the Eagles are walking
around as though they're
favored to win the Super
Bowl.
"We're not just happy
to be here, we're here to
win the game," center
Hank Fraley said Monday.
This is Philadelphia's
first trip to the Super Bowl
in 24 years, and just five
players - defensive end
Jevon Kearse and right
tackle Jon Runyan are the
only starters - have played
in the big game.

The

Eagles haven't

won a championship since
1960, while the Patriots are
seeking their third title in
four years.
Still, this is a confident,
even cocky, bunch.
"They think they're as
good as any team in the
NFL," Eagles coach Andy
Reid said. "They under
stand that you have to
prove that each and every
Sunday. I think that's how
they're approaching this."
The Eagles (15-3)
dominated the NFC this
season,
winning nine
games by double-digit mar
gins, including five by at
least 21 points. Even with
out injured All-Pro receiver
Terrell Owens, they out-,
scored Minnesota and
Atlanta 54-24 in the play
offs.
But the Patriots (16-2)
are the defending champi
ons, and they shut down
Peyton Manning and the
rest of the Indianapolis
Colts in the playoffs and
knocked off the Steelers in
Pittsburgh in the AFC
championship.
"When you play this
game, somebody has to be
an underdog. At times, the
underdogs are the ones that

shock you," quarterback
Donovan McNabb said.
"It's an exciting time for us.
We're going to go out there
and do our job and have
fun."
Plenty of underdogs
have won the Super Bowl,
including the Patriots. New
England was nearly a twotouchdown
underdog
against St. Louis when it
won its first championship
three years ago.
The
point
spread
makes little difference to
the Eagles.
"I don't think you need
to use that as motivation in
a game as big as the Super
Bowl," Fraley said. "People
aren't expecting us to win
this game, so I guess you
could use being a sevenpoint underdog as motiva
tion, but it's the biggest
game of the year and it's
what you play for all year
so
that's
motivation
enough."
While the Eagles insist
they're not overwhelmed
by the magnitude of this
game, they certainly acted
as if they haven't been here
before. On the flight down,
players captured each
other's every move with
camcorders, making sure to
savor their trip. The Pa
triots were more busi
nesslike, hardly flinching

Philadelphia Eagles injured wide receiver Terrell
Owens jogs on the field during Media Day at Alltel
Stadium in Jacksonville, Feb. 1. "I will play on
Sunday," Owens said. "I know the type person I am.
I have a lot of faith in my ability. I feel great, I'm
proving a lot of people wrong. The sky is the limit for
me. There are no limitations,"
at the sight of all those
cameras and microphones.
"Just because we have
camcorders doesn't mean
that we are caught up in it,"
McNabb said. "This is
footage. This is something
we can show our grand
kids. ...When you have
been to a couple of Super
Bowls, obviously it is kind
of a thing that you are used
to. We are not used to it, but
we are not going to sit in a
room and kick our feet up
and start dwelling on being
here at the Super Bowl. We
have a job to do. This is a
loose bunch and we've
been having fun."
The Eagles are used to
skeptics. After Owens went
down with a severe ankle
injury last month, critics
questioned whether Phila
delphia can reach the Super
Bowl without its main
threat on offense.
In the only two games
they've played without him
that mattered, the Eagles
scored 27 points in each
and averaged 360.5 yards.

"We proved all the socalled experts wrong,"
wideout Freddie Mitchell
said.
Though most of the
players don't have Super
Bowl experience; Reid
understands what it takes to
win a championship. He
was an assistant coach
under Mike Holmgren
when Green Bay went to
consecutive Super Bowls
following the 1996-97 sea
sons.
Reid kept notes ph the
Packers' itinerary, and other
information he's used for
reference since the Eagles
won the NFC title. Just in
case some players need a
reminder, Reid always
wears his championship
ring from Green Bay's vic
tory over New England
eight years ago.
"It's something the
players can see," Reid said.
"They're playing for the
ring. That's an important
thing to them."

iKgSMHH

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

WAVES

essentials'1'

Carla's Hair Affair
321-6802
Today's Hair
323-9445
Angela's Hair Safari
323-4840
C & C Hair Design
447-3090

Total Perfection
321-5545

L'orkel's Hair Design
327-3354
Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

Za-Lavar's
321-1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
A Precious Touch
321- 8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Sudan: U.N. Clears Government Of Genocide------------------—
by Daniel Balint-Kurti
Associated Press Writer
ABUJA, Nigeria Sudan's foreign minister
said Monday a U.N. report
concluded that no genocide
was committed in his coun
try's Darfur region, where
tens of thousands of civil
ians have died in a nearly
two-year crisis.
At U.N. headquarters
in New York, diplomats
confirmed that the report
did not find that Sudan had
committed genocide, but
they said it was very criti
cal of Sudanese govern
ment actions. The report
was expected to be circulat
ed in New York on
Tuesday.
The United States has
accused Sudan's govern
ment of directing militia
who attack civilians in
what Washington has
called a genocidal cam
paign in the western region.

"We have a copy of that
report and they didn't say
that there is a genocide,"
Sudan Foreign Minister
Mustafa Osman Ismail said
on the sidelines of an
African Union summit in
the Nigerian capital, Abuja.
Last year, the United
Nations said the Darfur
conflict created the world's
worst humanitarian crisis.
U.N.
Secretary-General
Kofi Annan said Sunday a
report on the situation
would be forwarded to
Security Council members
"very shortly."
Annan declined to say
whether the team made a
determination that geno
cide was committed.
"Regardless of how the
commission describes what
is going on in Darfur, there
is no doubt that serious
crimes have been commit
ted," he said.
U.S. diplomats at the

A displaced Sudanese woman carries her belonging as a U.N. vehicle passes at the
Abu Shouk camp, in north Darfur, Sudan, where more than 40,000 displaced peo
ple receive food and shelter from international aid agencies in this Aug. 27,2004
file photo. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged the Security Council on
Tuesday Feb. 1, to take urgent action to stop the killing in Darfur after a U.N.
panel called for international trials for those behind atrocities. The panel, howev
er, stopped short of accusing Sudan's government and allied Arab militias of
genocide.
AP Photo/Amr NabilZ File

United Nations said recent
ly they would make pro
posals to the Security
Council to bring the perpe
trators of atrocities in
Darfur to justice.
Also Monday, Sudan's
government and Darfur
rebels said they will reopen
long-stalled peace talks in
Nigeria in February. Three
previous peace conferences
and a cease-fire agreement
have failed to calm the vio
lence.
Both Osman and repre
sentatives of allied Su
danese rebel groups the
Sudanese Liberation Army
and the Justice and
Equality Movement said
they would attend the latest
meetings, which a Western
diplomat said on condition
of anonymity were sched
uled to begin the third week
of February in Abuja.
The most recent peace

conference began Dec. 11

in Abuja, but rebels boy
cotted meetings with gov
ernment delegates two days
later, alleging a new gov
ernment offensive. The
talks broke down entirely
within weeks.
The Justice and Equali
ty Movement, the smaller
insurgent group, would at
tend the talks if AU nego
tiators treated them fairly
and were "serious and
objective," Khalil Ibrahim
Mohammed, a top rebel
official, said Monday.
He added that insur
gent leaders wanted a new
mediator for the talks.
"America and the
European Union must
come forward," he said by
phone from Eritrea.

The Darfur conflict
began in February 2003
when the two rebel groups
took up arms against what
they considered years of
state neglect and discrimi
nation against Sudanese of
African origin.
The government re
sponded with a counterin
surgency campaign in
which an Arab militia,
known as the Janjaweed,
committed
wide-scale
abuses against the African
population. An estimated
1.8 million people have
been displaced in the con
flict, and more than 70,000
people are believed to have
died from hunger and dis
ease since March.

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS
TO:
smf aith @ tampabay. rr.com

OBITUARIES
Willie Damone Johnson and
Eugene Vann Johnson; two
sisters, Mary A. Slaughter
and Susie Harris; six grand
children; and several nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

atSerenity Memorial Funeral
Home, 3001 - 5th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, (727) 322-1670.
Family will receive friends
from 4:30-8 p.m. Friday
evening, February 4, at New
Philadelphia Community
Church, Rev. Don A. Gaskin,
pastor, 3940 - 18th Ave. S.
Funeral services will be held

HARRINGTON,
YVETTE L„ 43, died
January 19, 2005. Survivors
include three daughters,
Terrelnecca
Henderson,
Franchesca Harrington and
Sherron
Burnett;
five
sons,Dwayne Harrington,
Merquel Harrington, Marion
Harrington,
Davontay
Harrington and Robert Bur
nett, Jr.; three sisters, Brenda
Harrington,
Kathy
Harrington and Natalia Har
rington;
five brothers,
Samuel Harrington, James
Harrington, Amette Harring
ton, Dwayne Harrington and
Dwight Harrington; four
grandchildren,
Dahlia
Boone,
Germaine
Thompson,
Keondrick
Thompson and De’yani
Hooker; and several aunts,
nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.
JAMES,
PATRICIA
ANN MASON, 46, died
January 23, 2005. Survivors
include
her
husband,
William James; her mother,

L

Mabie Marion; two daugh
ters, Lattice (Mike) Smith
and Toy Mason; three broth
ers, Leroy (Rita) Marion,
Tommie Lee (Betty) Mason,
Jr., and Leon Mason; two
sisters, Flora (Garfield)
Leatherwood and Virginia
Curry; six grandchildren,
Shaquonna,
Michael,
Caprice, Shanice, Mikesha
and Myesha; and several
nieces, cousins, great nieces
and nephews, aunts, uncles
and friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

JOHNSON, LeROY L„
JR., 72, died January 25,
2005. Survivors include his
wife, Ethel Faye Johnson;
three sons, Jerrold N.
Johnson, LeRoy L. Johnson
in and Michael K. Johnson;
one daughter, Regina L.
Crayton; two brothers,

Jacquise,
Ronnie
and
Kenyon; 16 great grandchil
dren; and several uncles,
nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

JONES, ROBERT L.,
73, died January 25, 2005.
Survivors include his com
panion, Mary W. Richards;
one brother, Bennie L.
Jones; two sisters, Gloria
Allen and Patsy Williams;
and several nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.
LANG, NAOMI W., 75,
died January 19, 2005.
Survivors include her hus
band, Ernest Lang, Sr.; three
daughters, Mattie Lang
Warren, Susan Lang and
Ernestine Lane; five sons,
Donald (Vemell) Henderson,
Ernest Lang, Jr., Charles
Lang, John Lang and Ronald
(Emma) Lang; 20 grandchil
dren, Laquinda, Rhonda,
Shameko, Andre, Taundra,
Yalanda, Laquanda, Hassan,
Trevon, Kelley, Chuckie,
Shaneeta, Cory, Keena,
Izetta,
Sharon,
Erick,

—r
gg)

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREMATION SERVICE

Phone: 727-896-2602 • Fax: 727-821-9486
P.O. Box 14513 • St. Petersburg, Florida 33733
E-Mail: Crealfunfralhome@aol.com

Directors:
Robert Creal, Since 1950
James Caldwell, Since 1980
Robert L. Creal, Jr. Since 1992

A FULL SERVICE FIRM

THERE FOR YOE THEN - HERE FOR YOE NOW!
REEDY, LOUIS MARSELL, 42, died January 30,
2005. He was the owner and
operator of Hair Experts
Beauty Salon. Survivors
include one son, Christopher
Manor; his father, James L.
Walker; his stepfather, James
Smith; five sisters, Barbara
Reedy, Patricia Crawford,
Letitia Reedy,
Sylitha
Cooper and Jamesha Walker;
four brothers, James Walker,
Andrew Walker, Steven
Walker and James Walker;
and several nieces and
nephews. Viewing is Friday,
February 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

TOOKES, CAROLYN,
51, died January 21, 2005.
Survivors include her hus
band, Willie C. Tookes; one
daughter, Anita Shaw; three
grandchildren, Alexis Shaw,
Alphonso Watson and
Nathaniel Newkirk; one son,
Willie C. Tookes, Jr.; her
mother and stepfather, Rev.
J.R. and Fibbie Swilley; nine
sisters; four brothers; and
several aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews,
cousins
and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

Lavelle

Thomas,

Sr.
Founder/

Executive
Director

Available
24 Hours

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time ofDistress”

“Yes, that's right, there
is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and
have peace of mind."

Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.

Serenity South

Elder L.

In Advance For Your Funeral

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

An Easy Way to Pay

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost1
more.

Now Open in St. Pete

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

on Saturday, 1 p.m., at Mt.
Zion Progressive M.B.
Church, 955 - 20th St. S.,
894-4311,
Rev.
Louis
Murphy, Sr. pastor. Minister
Blanche Reedy officiating.

OUR 5Oth YEAR OF SERVICE
1955 - 2005
CHEAL FUNERAL HOMES
and

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage III

Executive

Don't delay ...

Vice
President

Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297'

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You! I
We are offering
;

FREE CASKETS
for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

[

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

Call or Write to us today
to learn more about
funeral planning.
McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Praise

God from

whom all blessings flow. "

worked your teamster
and are now ready for

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,

"Show

Make

Time.”

plans to be a part of this

Petersburg and is married

to Stephenia D. Brown.

They

have

girls,

twin

Caitlynn and Jordaan.

Jesus Christ. Pastor Clar

exciting event, anticipat

Rev. Brown accepted

ence A. Williams and the

ing who will be our 2005
Super Bowl champions.

his call to God’s ministry

Last year, the Green Bay

1996, he was given the

tend worship services with

Packers of Mt Zion lead

honor and task of being the

us at 919 - 20th St. S. this

us to victory. Who knows

shepherd

Sunday or just at any time
during the month.

what’s in store for this
year? Will there be a

church, St. Mark Baptist

comeback, or will those

Rev. Brown has been wit

Mt. Zion Church family
cordially invite you to at

Join us at 7:30 a.m. for

our early morning service

in 1990 at the age of 18. In

of his home

Church of St. Petersburg.

Buccaneers of Mt Zion
try to gain the title once

man of great integrity, wis

again. You don’t want to

dom and one truly commit

His love shown toward us.

miss this showdown in the

ted to God’s holy Word.

Followed by Church
School 9:30 a.m., we en

works. Join us for lots of

Along with his many

services to his family and

courage you to join us as

food, fun and great fel
lowship!

we collectively learn more

Let’s all get involved

of the Word of God togeth
er.

in our upcoming "80th

• An officer of the 21st

Church
Anniversary"
scheduled for Feb. 20.

Century City Church, an
alliance of pastors in the

You don’t want to miss

Tampa Bay area.

as we give praise and
thanksgiving to God for

Gur
contemporary
worship service is at 11

a.m. Come be a part of the
service as we lift high the

nessed by many to be a

church, Rev. Brown cur

rently serves as:

the culminating worship

• President of Congress
#2 (an auxiliary of the

name of Jesus in song and

services. Our speakers
are Pastor Brian K.

have a good time in the

Brown

Lord. The Male Chorus

of

Mark

St

Missionary Baptist at
7:30 a.m. and our own

South Florida Progressive

Association).

• Third Vice Moderator

will minister throughout
the day. Come be blessed

dynamic

in song. Pastor Williams
will proclaim the Word of

Clarence A. Williams at
11 a.m. Both are on fire

God. Holy Communion

for God, and we are

Pastor Brown completed

will be administered at

anticipating a glorious

both services. Come join us
in worship at Zion as we
give glory to God!
Other

clude:
• Monday - Bible

time in the Lord. Get

undergraduate studies at
Clearwater Christian Col
lege of St. Petersburg earn
ing a degree of Bachelor of

ministries

in

pastor,

Rev.

ready, get involved and be
a part of this great cele
bration.

of the South Florida Pro
gressive Baptist Associa
tion.
In December

1998,

Arts in Bible. He is cur

rently pursuing a Masters,
of Theology from South

eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
Pastor Brown gives

Study, 6 p.m.
• Wednesday - Early

morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;
a.m.; join us for our new

credence to the Gospel as
he holds fast to his motto in

services: Hour of Prayer, 6

Christ, which is to “Finish

Vintage Bible Study, 11

well.” (ff Timothy 4:7).

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

Looking for a church

p.m. If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us for

home? We extenian invi

two power-packed hours.

tation to you to join us. We

as a church share the love

Your heart will be encour

aged and your spirit re

of God, and the Holy Spirit

vived and renewed!

reigns. We’d love to have

Upcoming events:
The time has arrived

you!

Pastor Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Church and Academy to
Baptist Church--------- Observe Black History Month
Pastor John A. Evans,

to Sunday School, and let

Sr, the first family and

them see you serve the

in which African Ameri

Missionary

Lord with gladness, too!!!!!

cans accentuate the rich

Baptist prayerfully invite

We are calling for all

ness of their cultural her

Philadelphia wears cloth

you to worship with us at

voices of all choirs to help

us with the 130th Annual

itage. Both church and
school will observe this

ing each Sunday in Feb

3300 - 31st St. S. We also

ruary to show cultural as

cial offering to defray
ongoing
improvement

invite you to all other

Florida West Coast Baptist

month-long

celebration

cendancy in dress. For

costs for building and

church-related functions
during the week.

Convention. For more de

emphasis on “Blackness” past, present and future.

Communion Sunday, attire

grounds. These monetary

will be any African cloth

donations will be made

866-

Daily emphasis at school

ing or “head dress.” Wor

and weekly focus at church

ship commences promptly

weekly through the month
of November (church anni

the Deacon Ministry serv

1172. We want to do this for
God and His majesty.Unity

will be devoted to histori-

at 11 a.m.

versary month).

ing in devotion. The Voices

is becoming to the musi

of Friendship will sing

cians

praises to God, and First

Sunday Ushers will serve.

GOD!!!!
We wish to thank all

Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.

ministerial staff, culinary,

will render the message

Christian Education, con

nounce that our Reading

from God.
A second worship ser

vention leaders and all lay

Enhancement and Math

men and laypersons (fe

vice will be held at 10:30
a.m. There are plenty of
seats at both 7:45 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. worship service.

Come visit us and Jesus

Friendship

The first worship serv

ice begins at 7:45 a.m. with

Rev. Brian K. Brown is

to be held Saturday, Feb.
5 from 4-7 p.m. Here’s

the youngest of five chil

hoping you’re all signed,

dren,

a native

of St.

Be blessed, and have a

voices

and

of

the second session. It has

services for youth ages 14-

reers!!! After school pro

been a success, but we still
need volunteers to help

18 through the Youth Op

gram, Job Internships, Job

Florida West Coast Baptist

Shadowing, Job Readiness,

Convention last weekend.

make a difference in the

portunity Center. The pro
gram offers an opportunity

Again, our hats go off to

life of a child. The program

to improve your grades, on

Cash Incentives, FCAT
Assistance, ages 15 - 18.

and see His goodness at

you in adoration and praise

runs for 90 minutes starting

line practice for the FCAT,

Call Deacon Ellis at (727)

work in the house of

for a job well done!!!!

at 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and

ACT/SAT prep, earn your

God!!!!!
Sunday School Service

Again, thank you!!!!!
It is befitting to give

Thursdays. For more infor

high school diploma, earn

894-4311, ext.304.
Mt. Zion Progressive

mation, please call (727)

your

GED, and earn an

Missionary Baptist Church

begins at 9:30 a.m. with the

Jesus some of your time,

superintendent or assistant
in charge of devotion.

823-4085, ext. 808.
Mt. Zion's Health and

opportunity to be selected
to win a free computer. The

is located at 955 - 20th St.

After all HE GAVE HIS

Wellness Ministry, First

Young Adults Technology

Aid Class is scheduled for
Feb. 12. If interested,
please pick up an enroll
ment form in the church
foyer or stop by the church

Literacy Program (age
16-24), meets Monday Thursday. Get on-line and
Instructor
Led
GED
Training. For further infor-

LIFE FOR YOU!!!!!

Please bring your children

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church------Bethel

Metropolitan

Baptist Church extends an

for this youth-oriented
ministry is five to 18 years.

invitation to join us in the

celebration, cultivation and

Bethel

has

Metropolitan

scheduled

several

of His
of God’s
are open
a.m. ser

events in recognition of
Black History month,
among them Oratorical
Presentations during the

vices on Sunday, Sunday

School at 9:30 a.m. and

Sunday School and 11 a.m.
services by our youth,

Prayer Meeting and Bible

African Attire Day and our

Study on Wednesday at 7
and 7:30 p.m. respectively.

annual Soul Food Fest.

communication
Word. The doors
house in the city
for both 8 and 11

Our Youth Ministry en

Bethel Metropolitan is
committed to a balanced

courages the youth of the

ministry which results in a

community to join them

kaleidoscope of ministries

each Wednesday at 7 p.m.

for all ages, interest and

for Teen Summit. The age

spiritual need.

i GOD ANSWERS ,

We are happy to an

contact

S. The Rev. Louis M.
Murphy, Sr. is pastor. For
more information, please
call

(727) 894-4311, fax

(727) 822-1591 or
mzpmbc @ gte.net.

email:

Catching the Vision
The New Hope Mis
sionary Baptist Church
family invites each and

vice. Our dynamic Minister
of Music is Minister Tony

son team, Vemard and

Sunday, Feb. 6 - Super
Bowl Fellowship, New
Hope Fellowship Hall - 5
p.m.

Our Sunday School be

Michael McKenny. Our

Monday, Feb. 7 - Ad

gins at 9 a.m. We have

percussionist is the talented

dynamic teachers that teach

visory Council Meeting - 7
p.m.

every one to come worship
with us.

Young. He is accompanied
by the awesome father and

from the Bible, so you will

Marcus Childs. The Mass
Choir is directed by Bobbie

know God’s Word. Parents

Tampa. Our dynamic pas

- bring your children and

tor, the Rev. Carlos L. Se

yourselves. We all need to

nior will serve the Bread of

learn more about the God
we serve.

Life. There will be Baptism

Morning service be

i ALL KNEE MAIL

please

George B. Smith, (727)

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church ------------- ---------- :? ■<«...

gins at 10:30 a.m. The

and Holy Communion.

Weekly events:
Saturday, Feb.

5 -

Mass Choir will render the

"Southside Story" will be

Praise and Worship Ser-

presented at Royal Theater

Tuesday,

Feb.

8

-

Prayer Meeting/Bible Stu
dy - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 10 Prayer Band - 11 a.m.

"Love the Lord holisti
cally and love our neigh
bors infinitely."

Pentecostal Temple C.O.G.I.C.
"Thou wilt shew me the

when we build our lives on

es for good preaching and

path of life: in thy presence

Jesus, we will stand, be

teaching in an atmosphere

As part of our ongoing

is fullness of joy; at thy

cause "Jesus is Our Rock."

of praise and worship. You

away, He is just a whis

ministry, we invite the pub

right hand there are pleas

His scripture text was I

will find the schedule of

pered prayer away.

lic to join us in worship and

ures for evermore.” (Psalm

Corinthians 10:1-4. Then

our services listed in this

fellowship

16:11)

Minister Jimmie Jackson

edition of the newspaper.

charged with remembering

sionary Baptist Church,

story of Mary (she anointed

Verse 1 tells us that we can

that God is never too far

under the leadership of its

Jesus’ feet with expensive

be sick in a place but Jesus

illustrious pastor, the Rev.

oil), her sister Martha and

is not necessarily in that

Brian K. Brown, its official

their brother Lazarus. The

place. He was separated

staff and the entire family

scripture recounts the love

physically from Lazarus by

of St. Mark extends to the

Jesus had for his friend

the Jordan River. But scrip

community at large its

Lazarus of Bethany. John,

ture teaches us that nothing

Communion

wishes that God’s richest

chapter 10 is a saga of sick

can keep us from the Lord

blessings will be bestowed

ness, sadness, sorrow and

when we need Him. It is sin

Upcoming events for

p.m.

our

during

Pastor William Ander

encouraged us from I Cor

son and the members of

inthians 2:1-5, 9 telling us

and learn more about our

Meditation

Early morning worship

Pentecostal Temple give

that "The Test is Over." He

ministry and what we have

Moments will be rendered

(first Sunday only), 7 a.m.;

honor and praise to God for

reminded us that we must

to offer at our Jubilee

by Minister Charles Wil

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.;

the new members that He

talk faith through God’s

weekly worship services

February:

• Feb. 6 - First Sunday

liams commencing at 7

which include:

Morning Worship, 10:45

grounded in a Christ-cen

with the sickness of Laza

Lord and Savior. There is

tered doctrine that has as its

rus. Sadness floods the

nothing that can keep God

• Feb. 9 - Under the

central mission a belief that

hearts of all who love him,

from coming to our rescue,

leadership of its president,

Other weekly services

we are a haven of hope,

including Jesus. It is a saga

neither life, nor death nor

Ronald Morse, the Male

include Children and Youth

help and healing for a

of silence as Lazarus is no

principalities - nothing can

Chorus of St. Mark will

Ministry Meetings (Mon

world hungering for the

longer a part of the lives of

separate us from God’s

host the Male Chorus Un

days at 6 p.m.); Sunday

enlightened word of God.

those who love him. The

love and His mercy. God is

ion at St. Mark. Churches

School Teachers’ Meeting

question becomes:

Can

able to do all things even in

participating in the Union

(Tuesdays

God be trusted when there

the midst of our sickness,

include New Jerusalem

Senior Hour of Power

Continuation of the

is sickness, sadness, sorrow

our sadness and sorrow and

MBC, Galilee MBC and St.

Bible Study (Thursdays at

Series: Can God Be Trust

and silence? The answer

even through what we per

Paul MBC.

9:30 a.m.)

ed in Trouble? Scripture

returns loud and clear that

ceive to be periods of si

• Feb. 17 - Church out

reference: John 11:1-11.

even in the midst of all of

lence. As believers, we are

ing to Galilee MBC at 7:30

a.m.

a.m.;

Baptist

m

Training

Union, 5 p.m.

at

7

and

We invited you to come

has so graciously added to

Word in the midst of our

Block Party on Saturday,
Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. until

our fellowship this year.

troubles and believe God to

2 p.m. There will be lots of

The Word of God has been

see us through. When the

fun and games, food and

rich and the presence of

test is over, we will experi

drinks, along with informa

God has been phenomenal!

ence the fullness of God’s

tion about the various aux

An inspirational mes

blessings. We welcome you

iliaries and their functions.

sage from Dec., William

to visit with us at any of our

Lawson let us know that

regularly scheduled servic-

p.m.);

Prayer

Meeting and Bible Study
(Thursdays at 7 p.m.).

NO JESUS, NO PEACE. KNOW JESUS, KNOW PEACE!
' I'

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

the quarterly meeting of the

this, God can be trusted.

Jan. 23 -

launch its capital fund-rais

ing campaign on Sunday.
Members will make a spe

males) who helped us host

The scripture recounts the

Sermon Review for

will

Improvement program is in

Jesus-filled week!

that separates us from our

New

family

894-4311, ext. 302.
Connections To Ca

The St. Mark Mis

silence. The story begins

Traditionally,

Church

vices, Inc. provides after
school training and tutoring

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

upon them. St. Mark is

people to world history.

mation,

Thought for the week:

blessings come DOWN. "

(727)

at

Frazier

cal contributions of black

office.
Mt. Zion Human Ser

"When praises go UP,

for our "Super Bowl Tea"

tails, please contact John

February is the month

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU
TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE
IN THE PERFECT
POSITION TO PRAY!
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Black U.S. Baptists, Driven By Decades-Old Power
Struggles, Are Reconciling—--------------------------------- —

The National Baptist Convention USA faced its own
massive internal problems when former president, the
Rev. Henry J. Lyons, was convicted in 1999 of using
his position to steal about $4 million, spent on luxury
homes, jewelry and his mistress.
be education, health care,

by Rachel Zoll

- AP Religion Writer

jobs and foreign policy.

Tenn.

“We believe, and the

(AP) - Four black Baptist

numbers show it, that we

NASHVILLE,

Progressive National Baptist Convention president Major Lewis Jemison, center,
answers questions from the media along with other National Baptist Conventions
presidents, from left to right, Dr. Melvin Von Wade, Dr. Stephen Thurston and Dr.
William Shaw, background, during a news conference in Nashville, Tenn., Friday, Jan.

Progressive National Baptist Convention members sing praises during a prayer
service at the Joint Winter Board Meeting of the National Baptist Conventions.

28.

AP Photo/John Russell

AP Photo/John Russell

have the power in terms of

break was in 1961, when a

cans, to what they call the

face poverty, discrimina

issues, said the Rev. Robert

were a training ground for

black

voters

fight over the presidency of

narrow moral focus , of

tion and other pressing ills.

Franklin, a social ethics

prominent civil rights lead

across the country to make

the National Baptist Con

President George W. Bush

The

separation

professor at Emory Univer

“We must get actively

presidents outlined some of

ers, but split partly over

an impact," said the Rev.

vention USA led the Rev.

and his religious support

from Bush was under

sity's Candler School of

involved in the process," he

their positions. They op

how that fight should be

Stephen J. Thurston of

Martin Luther King Jr. and

ers.

scored last Tuesday when

Theology.

said. “We must once again

posed the war in Iraq,

waged, said Friday they

Chicago, president of the

his supporters to form the

Like white evangeli

he invited a more sympa

The National Baptist

become that redemptive

school vouchers and priva

, were embarking on a new

National Baptist Conven

Progressive Baptists. Op

cals, black Baptists gener

thetic group of black pas

Convention USA faced its

change agent."

tization of prisons, and they

tion of America.

position to King's strategy

ally oppose abortion and

tors to the White House to

own massive internal prob

Despite past troubles

called for an increase in the

groups

whose churches

era of cooperation meant to

registered

groups'

file, saying “the church
must come out of hiding."

In their joint statement

Friday,

the

convention

put the concerns of their

His comments came at

of civil disobedience and

consider gay sex immoral.

discuss Social Security.

lems. Its former president,

and the current political cli

minimum wage and more

community atop the nation

the end of the denomina

mass protest were a key

In the presidential race,

Speakers at the Nashville

the Rev. Henry J. Lyons,

mate,

historic

aid to Africa, the Caribbean

al agenda.

tions' joint weeklong meet

factor in that split.

Republicans made com

gathering noted the White

was convicted in 1999 of

churches continue to repre

The National Baptist

black

ing - their first in at least 90

The groups say little of

mon cause with some black

House event, and suggested

using his position to steal

sent the majority of black

the

years. Together, the con

consequence now divides

leaders over blocking gay

Bush was being misled

about $4 million,, (euro3

Protestants and remain at

Progressive National Bap

vention presidents said they

them, other than the inde

marriage, hoping the issue

about

to

million) which he spent on

the center of black life. The

tist Convention, the Na

represent about 15 million

pendent

denominational

would chip away at the

blacks;

luxury homes, jewelry and

four denominations plan to

tional Baptist Convention

Baptists nationwide.

structures each has created

overwhelming black sup

Even before Bush was

his mistress.

use that influence in their

elected, the conventions'
national influence had

USA,

Convention

what matters

of America and the Na

The groups' initial split

that would make full reuni

tional Missionary Baptist

occurred in 1915, over con

fication difficult at this

port for Democrats.
However, the Baptist

Convention of America

trol of a publishing house.

time.

presidents said they would

waned. Many Baptist lead

this week, the Rev. Major
Lewis Jemison of Okla

hope to reclaim their his

A similar schism over gov

They are now position

not highlight either issue

ers turned inward when the

homa City, president of the

toric role as leaders for

ernance issues happened in

ing themselves collectively

for now because the topics

civil

movement

Progressive National Bap

1988.

as an antidote, not just for

are divisive and not a prior

ended, focusing on congre

tists, acknowledged the

blacks but for all Ameri

ity for their members, who

gation building and local

denominations' lower pro

broad

change.

social

But the most notorious

Among their top issues will

The

Kingly Law According to

rights

In an emotional sermon

the Scriptures

“For the Word of God is alive and exerts power, and is sharper than any two-edged sword, and
pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints and their marrow, and is able to dis
cern thoughts and intentions of the heart.” — Hebrew 4:12

and Latin America.

new campaign.

Director of Music/

Keyboardist/Pianist
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church of St.
Petersburg seeks a Director of Music who first
loves the Lord, then music; Must have spiritual
maturity, great relational skills (children and
adults), be a team player, excellent musicianship
and voice training skills; a passion, energy and
enthusiasm for ministry. Must have excellent
working knowledge of traditional hymns, gospel
and contemporary music. Duties also include
attending music committee meetings. Ability to
read music desired. Salary $15K-$21K Send
resumes to 3455 26th Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33711. Call (727) 327-0554.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center CZHurcH
1818
(727)

29th

Avenue

898-5571 •

Fax:

No.,

(727)

St.

Petersburg

898-5581 •

33713

gwee&email.com

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

• l0:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler
Real Love, Real People...
Church That Nlakes A Difference!

SZforz

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School.................................................. 8:00a.m.
Worship Service............................................... 9:00a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

rL£,6,^icr£,
Pillar and the Ground of Truth

www.mzprogressive.org

James W. Paschal
Pastor

Sunday School; 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service; 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tan talk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
. Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning - 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

’ 930 - 18th Street South • St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Saiyt John Prinjitivc Baptist Church

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays)
Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School -10:30am •
Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm

Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ............... 9:oo A.M
New Member Class.............. 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship................ .10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RK

Youth Bible Study .. Thursday 6:00 PM
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
'»
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

11:00 am

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

(Eommimitv

(Gljnrclt

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
e Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin...................................... .. ........................ Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry........................................ ........................................................ James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................................joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry . ,.............................. . ............................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Pentecostal leipple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.

'rking togetherfor the upbuilding of (jod’s kingdom"

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
• Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

919 - 20th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship ..................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School
................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................... ..................... ll:00a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service........................................................6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service.................................................7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday...................... 6:30 p.m.

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Cottage, Pastor

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22ndAvenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-0784

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: P.0>B<w 14542 • St^etersbwrg. Ft 33733-4542

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

The church where what God’s word teaches
practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Schedule of Services
Church School ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........ .5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

"One weeffrom church makes one wcak(. ”

r

A ‘Woman After
fod's

Spiritually Connected

Own Heart...

Cadfor Trayers &
‘Testimonies

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship....... .............................................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School...............................................
930a.m.
Morning Worship........................................................................ 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union...!.......................................................... 430p.m.
Communion............................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays................. ................................ ......
7:30 p.m.
Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now ”
Bro. Robert Smith

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Scheduled Services w Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 am.
Worship Service - '10:00 a.m.

Wednesday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Rev. Inella Paris

(727)896-5228

Assistant Pastor

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Partners in Ministry

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Sunday Services:
Church School...................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service ....10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.................6:30pm
Bible Study........................ 7pm

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

.w

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.

Thursday

Go (JddAt tde Aoftol VZoct, 9dtcuut - aU Atdcn yuwttd iA Aittiuty. Atuul..,.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Phone: 727.895.7700

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

wnm

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack .

Missionary Baptist

Sunday Morning Bible Class....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship........................ 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class................ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class........... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

• 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Sunday

"A New Beginning In Christ"

Communion - Every Hrst Sunday Bible Study-Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

Sunday School................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................ll:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer................................... 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study............................. 7:30p.m.

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

.

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Friendship

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

„

(727)898-9407

Ordained ‘Missionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

Church Os God In Christ

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

99

‘God’s House In The City’
JNefa

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON
ALWAYS
SHINES!

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Be

Join us as we Gft up the name ofJesus

Here Working for You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith ©tampabay.rr.com

14

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 - 9, 2005

HEALTH
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
Walgreens Wellness Tour Arrives In
and Information Day Observed Feb. 7 St. Petersburg Next Week To Provide
Communities nationwide hold events to raise awareness
Free Health Screening Services-——

Among those to speak out on HIV/AIDS awareness include Indianapolis Colts Coach Tony Dungy, Bishop T.D.
Jakes, U.S. Congresswoman Maxine Waters and U.S. Congressman Elijah E. Cummings.
National Black HIV/
AIDS
Awareness
&
Information
Day
(NBHAAD), a mobiliza
tion effort designed to
encourage African Ameri
cans across the United
States and Territorial Areas
to get educated, get tested
and get involved with
HIV/AIDS, will be ob
served on Feb. 7. Special
events such as free
HIV/AIDS testing, prayer
breakfasts, commemorative
walks and memorial servic
es will be held in every cor
ner of the nation.
"We
want
blacks
throughout America to
know all of the facts about
this disease as it continues
to destroy our communi
ties," stated Deborah Fraser
Howze, Executive Director
of The National Black
Leadership Commission on
AIDS, Inc., (NBLCA), the
lead NBHAAD sponsoring
organization.
While African Ameri
cans represent approxi
mately 12 percent of the
U.S. population, the Cen
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) re
ports -that the group ac
counts for more than a third
(38 percent) of the nation's
AIDS cases. CDC figures

also show that in 2002,
AIDS was the' leading
cause of death for African
Americans between the
ages of 25 and 44; and in
the same year African
Americans accounted for
more than half (54 percent)
of estimated new HIV
infections in the United
States. During the same
year, figures indicate that
49 percent of all AIDS
cases reported among ad
ults and adolescents were
in blacks, and the AIDS
diagnosis rate among Afri
can Americans was almost
11 times the rate among
whites.
CDC statistics also
show that since 1994, Afri
can Americans have had
the poorest survival rates of
all racial and ethnic groups,
with 55 percent surviving
after nine years compared
to 61 percent of Hispanics,
64 percent of whites, and
69 percent of Asian/Pacific
Islanders.
"As the figures plainly
show, African Americans
have been disproportion
ately affected by HIV/
AIDS since the epidemic's
beginning," said Mark Colomb, Executive Director
of My Brother's. Keeper,
co-sponsor of the event. "If

we.' increase the dialogue
and get everyone involved,
we will be able to galvanize
our communities to take
action and stop the spread
of HIV/AIDS,"" says Dr.
John Robertson, President
of the National Black
Alcoholism and Addictions
Council, another co-spon
sor of the event.
While NBHAAD is a
nationwide movement, or
ganizers are focusing ef
forts in 18 targeted cities
where HIV/AIDS preva
lence is highest. These
cities include Atlanta, Bal
timore, Chicago,'. Cleve
land, Dallas, Detroit, Hou
ston, Los Angeles, Miami,
New Orleans, Newark,,
New York, Oakland, Phila
delphia, Raleigh-Durham,
San Francisco, Trenton and
Washington, D.C.
"NBHAAD is thrilled
to have several community
leaders and celebrities lend
their name and time to
serve as spokespeople for
this important day," said
Howze.
Among the confirmed
spokespersons to date in
clude: U.S. Congressman
Elijah E. Cummings; Sr.
Pastor of World Changers
Church International, Dr.
Creflo A. Dollar; Indianap

olis Colts Head Coach
Tony Dungy; New York
Jets Head Coach Herman
Edwards; Bishop T.D.
Jakes, Sr. Pastor of The
Potter's House; U.S. Con
gresswoman Eddie Bernice
Johnson; Syndicated col
umnist and newspaper edi
tor Roland Martin; U.S.
Congressman Kendrick P.
Meek; U.S. Congressman
Charles P. Rangel; HIV/
AIDS activist Roy Sim
mons, and U.S. Congress
woman Maxine Waters.
The
National
Urban
League and the Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
have also partnered with
NBLCA for this effort.
NBHAAD is made up
of fourteen national organi
zations commonly referred
to as the Capacity Building
Assistance
Providers
(CBAs). The National
Centers for Disease Con
trol and Prevention and
Abbott Laboratories are the
major funders of the event.
For more information
on National Black HIV/
AIDS
Awareness
&
Information Day 2005,
visit the web site at
www.blackaidsday.org.

The Hospice Seeks Outstanding
Volunteers ———-— --------- —
LARGO - There are
numerous, wide-ranging
volunteer
opportunities
with The Hospice of the
Florida Suncoast for indi
viduals interested in activi
ties that truly make a differ
ence in the lives of people
with chronic illnesses and
those nearing the end of
life or addressing end-oflife issues.
Volunteers involved in

patient and family support
become family friends to'
those served by The Hos
pice! of the Florida Sun
coast, assisting with a
broad variety of needs that
arise, such as visiting with
patients and families, run
ning errands, helping with
light household chores and
much more.
In addition, The Hospice of
the Florida Suncoast offers

volunteer opportunities that
serve patients and families
behind the scenes. Such
roles include:
• Receptionists - greet
and assist the public at 4
community service centers
• Office Volunteers answer phones, relay mes
sages, provide general cler
ical assistance to include
filing and computer data
entry.

ST. PETERSBURG When was the last time you
took a health screening?
Early detection is the key to
staying well, and the
Walgreens Wellness Tom is
crossing the nation to pro
vide a variety of free ser
vices and screenings for the
entire family. The Wal
greens Wellness Tour, a
customized traveling edu
cation and health-screening
vehicle, will be arriving in
the St. Petersburg area on
Thursday, Feb. 10-Monday,
Feb. 14 as part of a 45-city,
12-month
nationwide
health screening tour.
The vehicle features
free screenings for total
cholesterol levels; blood
pressure, bone density, glu
cose levels and body mass
index.
The tour aims to bring
free screening services and
better health awareness to
local communities through
out the United States. Each
visitor is invited to takeall
five screenings, which are
worth more than $100 in
value. All screenings will
take place inside the cus
tomized vehicle and in

clude the following:
Total
Cholesterol
Screening: The National
Cholesterol Education Pro
gram recommends that ad
ults have their cholesterol
levels checked at least ev
ery five years. However,
more than half of Ameri
cans do not know their cho
lesterol numbers. Studies
among people with heart'
disease have shown that
lowering cholesterol can
reduce the risk of heart dis
ease. Through a finger stick
blood test, participants are
given their total cholesterol
level and educational mate-'
rial on healthy cholesterol
levels and ways to lower
their cholesterol.
Glucose Screening:
Glucose is a form of sugar
that is the body’s primary
fuel; glucose broken down
from food can be converted
into energy or stored.
Blood glucose levels may
indicate risk for diabetes, a
disease in which the body
does not produce or proper
ly use insulin. Insulin is a
hormone that is needed to
convert sugar, starches and
other food into energy.

Visitors will be given their
glucose level, via finger
stick blood test, and infor
mation on diabetes aware
ness.
Blood
Pressure
Screening: High blood
pressure (hypertension) is a
serious condition that
affects one in four Ameri
can adults. High blood
pressure increases the risk
for heart disease and
stroke, which is the leading
cause of death in the
United States. Among peo
ple with high blood pres
sure, 70 percent do not
have their condition under
control.
Visitors
will
receive their blood pressure
reading and educational
materials.
Bone Density Screen
ing: Osteoporosis is a dis
ease that slowly thins and
weakens bones. In Ameri
ca, 10 million individuals
are estimated to have the
disease already and almost
34 million more are esti
mated to have low bone
mass. Bone density testing
is the best way to deter
mine bone mass and reveal
present and future risk of

fracture. The screening is
done via foot ultrasound
and takes 60 seconds with
immediate results.
Body Mass Index:
Body fat, not weight, is the
better measure of one’s
health arid fitness. Visitors
will be given a percentage
of body fat reading using a
body mass index analyzer,
a hand-held machine that
sends a weak electric cur
rent through the body and
then estimates body fat per
centage and body fat index.
Screenings are sched
uled for the following times
and locations:
• Thursday, Feb. 10, 11
a.m.-5 p.m., 880 N.
Belcher Rd., Clearwater.
• Friday, Feb. 11, 11
a.m.-5 p.m., 6735 Central
Ave., St. Petersburg.
• Saturday, Feb. 12, 11
a.m.-5 p.m.,. 945 - 62nd
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
• Sunday, Feb. 13,
11a.m.-5 p.m., 875 - 9th St.
N., St Petersburg.
• Monday, Feb. 14, 11
a.m.-5 p.m., 901 - 22nd
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

Please email all ads to:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com
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Comprehensive volun
teer training is provided at
sites throughout Pinellas
County. To learn how you
can contribute to our com
munity’s quality of life by
helping others and find
deep personal satisfaction
in doing so, please call
Kathy Roble, director of
volunteer services, (727)
586-4432.

Free HIV Testing Available
SARASOTA - The
Sarasota County Health
Department is offering free
HTV and syphilis.testing on
Saturday, Feb. 12 from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. in conjunction

with the 4th Annual Bi
lingual Family Health Fair.
The event will take place at
the Glasser/Schoenbaum
Human Services Center;
1750 - 17th St. in Sarasota.
This is part of a local out
reach effort to promote
National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day.
No appointments are
needed. Those who wish to
get tested have a choice of

either the fast and painless
OraSure® HIV test or a tra
ditional blood test. The
blood test will also allow
for detection of Syphilis.
OraSure® testing consists
of placing a treated cotton
pad resembling a tooth
brush between a person’s
cheek and gums for two
minutes.
"It’s easier than brush
ing your teeth. We hope
people will come out and
get tested - it’s the only
way to be sure," said Gary
Ervin, supervisor of the
Sexually Transmitted Dis
ease (STD) program at the

Sarasota County Health
Department.
HIV/AIDS disparities
among racial/ethnic mi
norities continue to warrant
special attention;
• It is estimated that in
Florida one in 46 blacks are
HIV-infected with the virus
that causes AIDS, com
pared to one in 127
Hispanics and one in 346
whites.
• According to 2000
census data, only 4.2% of
the population in. Sarasota
County is black, yet over
one third (36%) of all
reported HIV cases in

Sarasota County occur
among blacks.
Public health arid com
munity health advocates
are committed to continu
ing efforts to address this
critical health issue at a
"grass roots" level. Nation
al Black HIV/AIDS Aware
ness Day is intended to
empower and mobilize our
local black community in
the fight against HIV/
AIDS.
For more information
about HIV/AIDS preven
tion programs, call (941)
861-2968.

We bring you more than just great games - we bring you great minds, in each of the last two years, the
Florida Lottery has contributed over a billion dollars Jo education. Since bur inception, the Lottery has helped
finance the construction of war 100 new schools and funded 220,000 Bright Futures Scholarships statewide.
To find out what the Florida Lottery is doing to help improve education in your area, visit our website
wwwJlalottery.com
2004 Ronds Lottery

. .
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

Boley Centers for
Behavioral Health Care
has employment opportuni
ties available.
Please call our jobline or
visit our website for
an up-to-date list of our
openings.
Johline: (727) 821-4819 x8
website:
www.boleycenters.org
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The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

RNs, LPNs

A6G\

2 APARTMENTS/
UPSTAIRS &
DOWNSTAIRS

Medical Records Clerk needed for two small nursing homes.
Alpine, at 3456 - 21st Ave. S., needs 2 days (16 hours).
South Heritage, at 718 - 22nd Ave. S., needs 3 days (24 hours).
You can take one or the other or both. Please fax your resume to
327-7794 or call Peg McDonald at 327-1988.

"When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»Heaith«Dental»Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

Also...

(727) 433-1349

Alpine needs a part time CNA for 11-7. One of our faithful
employees is semi-retiring!

Bonded & Insured

&HHAJCNAS

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

PROBATE DIVISION

UCNNo: 049215
ES
IN RE: ESTATE OF

SI Ph;

727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545^

Lie.# ER13012312

BOTH 3 BEDROOM, 1
BATH, CENTRAL AIR &
HEAT & APPLIANCES,
860 - 20th AVE. SO. SECTION 8 ACCEPTED.
LARGO APART
MENT, 4 BEDROOM,
DEN, FLORIDA ROOM13070 - NO.
118th
STREET. SECTION 8
ACCEPTED.

CALL: (813) 404-6307

Sealed bids for work included in this notice will be received until 10:30 A.M.
(Tallahassee Local Time) on Wednesday, March 30, 2005 at the Central Office,
605 Suwannee St., Rm. 60, the Mail Room or the DOT Auditorium in Tallahassee,
Florida and other district locations as indicated in the DOT Bid Solicitation Notice.

Bids submitted for the subject letting must be received by 10:30 A.M., March
30, 2005 at any of the referenced locations. Bid totals for each bid submitted,
regardless of location submitted, will be read aloud at 11:15 A.M., March 30,2005
in the DOT Auditorium Tallahassee, Florida. The sealed bids received in the
District locations will be publicly opened on Thursday, D at 10:00 A.M. in Room
BI of the DOT Building in Tallahasssee. If the bid amount is greater than
$250,000.00, the Contractor must be prequalified as required by Florida Statute
337.14(1) and Rule Chapter 14-22.

CARL S. SMITH,

ALSO:

(FL License Required)

CA$H 3
436 725 100
023
182 524 795

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

IN CIRCUIT COURT FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

13-20-48

ALPINE HEALTH & REHAB CENTER

BID SOLICITATION NOTICE
Advertisement No. I

A Unique Profession!!

5-7-10

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of CARL S. SMITH, deceased, File Number
04 9215 ES, is pending in the Circuit Court for Pinellas County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address pf which is 315 Court Street, Room 16, Clearwater, Florida
33756, The names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated claims,
oh whom a copy of this notice is served must file their claims with this Court
WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SER
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims of
demands against the decedent's estate, including unmatured, contingent and unliq
uidated claims, must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER
■THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
The date of first publication of this Notice is_______________
.. .
Personal Representative:

THOMAS C. SMITH
2130 Haas Road
Apopka, FL 32712 .

Proposal Forms will not be issued after 10:30 A.M. (Tallahassee Local Time)
on Tuesday, March 29, 2005.
Bidders are hereby notified that all bids on any of the following projects are likely
to be rejected if the lowest responsive bid received exceeds the engineer's estimate
by more than ten percent (10%). In the event any of the bids are rejected for this
reason, the project may be deferred for readvertising for bids until such time that a
more competitive situation exists. In addition, award of all federally funded proj
ects will be subject to Federal Highway Administration concurrence:

Orders for these documents should be directed to the Manager, Contracts
Administration Office, Mail Station 55, Room BI, Florida Department of
Transportation, 605 Suwannee Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0455, Phone:
(850) 414-4000. Checks should be made payable to the State of Florida
Department of Transportation. No refunds will be made.
Unless otherwise notified by express delivery, return receipt or by fax trans
mission, receipt acknowledged, the Summary of Bids will be posted with the Clerk
of Agency Proceedings, Florida Department of Transportation, 605 Suwannee
Street, Mail Station 58,-Room 550, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0458, on April 21,
2005 or May 9, 2005; By calling the Clerk of Agency Proceedings, Florida
Department of Transportation, (850) 414-5393, during each posting period, infor
mation concerning the posted projects can be obtained.

WILLIAM O. BOYD, ESQUIRE

DIA12-1-1

5-6 1-7 3-2
8-4 6-2 4-1

There Is A Reason To Read

The Weekly Challenger

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only
24-hour program that provides
information & referrals on local
health/human services, volun
teer opportunities, donation
referrals, and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling
for individuals. Cell phone users
must dial (727) 562-1542.

Interested parties can visit our Internet web site at http://www.dot.state.fl.us
(Doing Business with The Department - Contracts. Administration); information
regarding projects posted with the Clerk of Agency Proceedings, proposal holders,
plan and special provisions holders, unofficial letting results, and other noteworthy
information is provided on this web site. Please note these listings are confidential,
per 337.168, Florida Statutes, two working days prior to the deadline for obtaining
bid documents. FOR INQUIRY ON PLANS SHIPPING PLEASE CALL (850)
414-4050. This advertisement has been modified. Please call (850) 414-4000 to
request a complete version of this advertisement, or visit our web site at
http://www.dot.state.fl.us (Doing business with The Department of Contracts
Administration.)

Post Office Box 895'
Mount Dora, FL 32757
888.416.2468
Florida Bar No. 217506
Attorney for Personal Representative

FLORIDA.DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
LNTCIQA
PAGE: 44
BID SOLICITATION NOTICE AND APPROXIMATE QUANTITIES
(NOT FOR BIDDING PURPOSES)

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE WORKING FOR YOU!

Your

LETTING ID: CT050330 CALL ORDER: 022 PROPOSAL ID: T7078
DISTRICT: 07
COUNTIES : PINELLAS,

ROAD NAME : SR 590
LIMITS: FROM N OLD COACHMAN RD TO THE E SIDE OF PROGRESS
ENERGY EASEMENT
FINPROJ NO'(S): 41300615201 (*) FEDERAL AID NO: 1468006U
WORK MIX: SIDEWALK
TOTAL ROADWAY LENGTH: 0.385
TOTAL BRIDGE LENGTH: 0.000
TOTAL PROPOSAL LENGTH: 0.385

MILES CONTRACT DAYS: 60
MILES LETTING DATE : 03/30/05
MILES . ACQUIS. TIME : 15 DAYS

PROPOSAL BUDGET ESTIMATE: $ 72,000.00
PROPOSAL PACKAGE FEE: $5.00 .
DESCRIPTION: Lump Sum
Electronic Plans & Specifications
The improvements under this contract consist of construction of sidewalk on the
north side of SR 590.

®he Weekly Challettyer

ARIES (Maz: 21-April 20) Erratic behavior may confuse others,
and mood swings may result in isolation. Difficulties with your

2500 M. L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

understand your needs.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Put financial speculation with fami

HOTUNE
NUMBERS

ly members or friends on the back burner for now. Do not over
spend on entertainment. You could find that children will be a
handful. Be prepared to neutralize any threats. Help children

The Runaway Hotline:

Subscription Cost:

mate may lead to estrangement. Job changes are in Order. Go for
interviews-or send out resumes. Friends-and relatives may not

complete projects they're having difficulty with.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Yoy may find it difficult to commu
nicate. Confronting a situation will only result in indignation and
misunderstandings. You might be a tad overindulgent this week.
You may find that your boss is riot delighted With your work late

ly-

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Don't avoid situations that may
deteriorate; try to mend them. Don't let them blame you. You can
learn valuable information if you listen and observe what others

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources

Counseling:

$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 - Yearly

(or)

Name:

Address:

are doing and saying. Good friends will give you honest answers.

LEO (July 23.-Aug 22) Secret enemies will be eager to spread
rumors about you; You're in need of love. Groups and organiza
tions that indulge in social events to raise money will be con
ducive to meeting new and exciting lovers. Family trips or proj

ects should be on your mind.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Make plans to meet again in the near
future. Plans to make physical improvements may lead to psy
chological changes, too. You may find yourself interested in

(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

City/State/Zip:
Phone #:

New Subscription:

(or)

Renewal:.___

more than One person. Spend time with friends or family.

LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Your attitude is changing rapidly and
your plate is overloaded. Don't let any money slip through your
fingers this week. Try to have patience and refrain from being
judgmental. You need to do something energetic and different;

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Problems with colleagues are like
ly. Look into events that you might find interesting, arid compro
mise by doing a few things that you both like to do. Personal
problems may be hanging over your head but don't confront the

situation. You can sort out any differences you have in an amiable
manner.

SAGITTARIUS (hfov. 23-Dec. 21) You will be in an overly gen
erous mood this week. Try spending the day catching up on any
responsibilities that need to be taken care of. You may be tired of

working for someone else. Don't be too critical.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Don't let your emotions get
out of hand. Don't let someone take the credit for a job you did.
You will be your usual charming self and the partners you attract
may be the adventurous type. You may have a rather hectic day
due to events that children are involved in.
AQUARIUS (/an. 21-Feb. 19) Look into ways to make your
home more comfortable. Make creative changes to your living
quarters. Your ability to communicate with ease will win the

hearts of those you are in touch with this week. You can get ahead
if you work diligently behind the scenes.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)' Try .to channel your energy into pro
fessional endeavors. Overindulgence could lead to problems with

digestion. Risks will not be profitable. Don't let others put unrea
sonable demands oh you.

__________

4

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Date Paid':

Cash

Check #

Amount Paid: $
Comments:

®h^ Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weeklv Challenger
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Publix Small

*-

Medium

Cubanitos Platter...........

jO.wU

Cooked Shrimp..........

O.9¥ib

X Chips........... S?«FREE

FREE

Tomato Ketchup... .SSI

Fresh Made Cuban Sandwiches,

Farm Raised, Previously Frozen,

Assorted Varieties,

Squeezable, 24-oz bot.

12, Also Available With
Boar's Head* Meats & Cheeses,
Abo Available in Larger Sizes, each

41 to 50 Shrimp per Pound
(Publix, Frozen, 32-oz pkg,... 11.98)

11.5 to 12-ozbag

(Limit two deals on selected

(Excluding Natural & Baked Lay’s.)

advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

(Limit two deals on selected

SAVE UP TO 1.79

Serves 8 to

SAVE UP TO 2.00

advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 2*99

Florida Premium
Vine Ripe Tomatoes........ . ,, ..........

qq
..................•77»

French Hamburger Buns,
8-Count........... . ..............

large Size

Pre-Packaged, Great for the Perfect Sandwich,

SAVE UP TO .50 LB

From the Publix Bakery, 16-02 pkg.

189

SAVE UP TO .30

12-Pack
Bud Light Beer

_
...........0.2 7

12-Pack Selected
o
_
Coca-Cola Products.. OSo.00

Barbecue Sauce.....

SXFREE

Bertolli Complete
_
Skillet Dinner for Two... 3.77

Assorted Varieties,

Assorted Varieties, 24-oz pkg.

advertised varieties.) (Selected Coca-Cola

16.25 to 18-oz bot.

SAVE UP TO 1.50

12-oz can or LNNR bot.

Products, 2-L bot.... 1.09)

(Urhit two deals on

SAVE UP TO 1.40

SAVE UP TO 3,67 ON 3

selected advertised varieties.)

Or Budweiser, Bud Ice

12-oz can (Limit two deals on selected

or Bud Ice Light,

SAVE UP TO 1.49

Publix.

Prices Effective Thursday, February 3 through Wednesday, February 9, 2005.
Only in the Following Counties: Lee, Collier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Manatee,
Sumter, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved.
www.publix.com/ads

WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE.®

